BERNE MANOR i Scenes from its past over the last 1,000 years
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BERNE MANOR T Scenes from its past over the last 1,000 years

This is the story of two Manor Houseds and their famili eay
Book of 1085. Both still exist today, although in a much reduced and altered shape. The first of these is Berne Manor, which can
be found at the end of a track off the bottom of Berne Lane, which forks off the A35 towards Bridport. The site today is occupied
by a farmhouse, which was built on the original site after the earlier building was partly destroyed by lightning in 1926. The
second is Abbots Wootton Manor, which occupies a mid way site on the road linking Wootton Fitzpaine and Whitchurch
Canonicorum. Again, the earlier building has gone and replaced by Lower Wootton Farmhouse which was built in 1858 in a
similar style. They were linked in a number of ways over the centuries. The main one being that their owners would worship at
the ancient church in Whitchurch Canonicorum, which still has a number of fine memorials and tombs relating to them. Although
both Manors were owned by many important families over their long history. Each were associated with specific families. In the
case of Abbots Wootton it was Alexander Every who bought it in 1585 and was finally sold in 1768 by a descendant to Joseph,
Lord Milton. It was Anthony Floyer who similarly bought Berne Manor in 1616 and it again stayed with the family until being sold
in 1799 to Richard Knight.

The link between the two Manors goes back to a decision made by Sir Robert Spencer to sell the freehold of Berne Manor,
which he has inherited from his mother, Mary Catlyn, to Sir George Somers for £600 in 1598 . He retained the Manorial rights
which his son, Sir John Spencer later sold to Anthony Flower in 1616 who had just bought Abbots Wootton Manor. As a result,
the title of Lord of the Manor of Berne and its benefits would be forever separated. Both the Every and Floyer family would
flourish and in time would move away. They would still retain their Manors and lease them to tenants until their eventual sale.
The story of the two Manors is also that of their Estates, whose lands and tenants have been well recorded over the centuries.
Abbots Wootton consisted of ever 4,000 acres of land which remained as a whole until it was split up and auctioned in 1809.
Berne Manor was just 200 acres, although there was an additional 100 acres known as Norchard in the neighbouring Stanton
St. Gabriel that seems to have always formed part of it. Both families had other properties and would have been the two most
important in Whitchurch Canonicorum. This is clearly shown in the Hearth Tax returns of 1664. These show Martha, the widow of
William Every living at Abbotts Wootton Manor with 7 hearths and Anthony Floyer of Berne Manor also with 7 hearths. We are
fortunate that a print of Abbots Wootton was commissioned by Lord Milton in 1764 after his purchase and appeared soon after in
Hutchins History of Dorset. No doubt both houses were of similar Tudor styles. Although no early image has been found of Berne
Manor, a later photo of 1904, before the fire shows it with a Georgian front, which would have been commissioned by Richard
Knight after his purchase in 1799. A photograph of the rear is more revealing of the earlier Tudor building with its mullioned
windows. Both manors provide fascinating stories of their owners over a 1000 years, which | have separated into two respective
parts. The first covering Berne Manor and the second that of Abbots Wootton Manor.

Berne originally formed a hamlet in the larger hundred of Whitchurch Canonicorum. Hutchin's history of Dorset first published in
1764 provides a brief history of it. He writes that in 1347, Galfide de Atte Berne held on eighth fee here in Whitchurch hundred. In
1461 that William Bonvil held it and ten years later his wife, Lady Harrington died seized of it. In 1485 it came into the hands of
King Ruchard Il on the attainder of Thomas, Marquis of Dorset for high treason. In 1568 the Manor of Berne and Morcombelake
together with Norchard in Stanton St. Gabriel were granted to Robert Catlin, sergeant at law and his wife Anne for £760 with a
value of £30 a year. He died seized of it in 1577. By 1583, Mary, wife of John Spencer and heir of Robert Catlin held the Manor.



In 1601 Mary, late wife of Sur John Spencer sold Berne and Morcombelake to Sir Robert Spencer of Oldthrop in Northamptonshire. This
information provided a framework to gather more information about the Manor.

There is no specific reference to Berne Manor in the Domesday Book. It would have come under the hundred of Whitchurch Caninicorum.
There is a gap until the 13th century when Walter de La Berne is shown as a withess on a number of documents. The Cartulary now held at
Forde Abbey records his name a number of times between 1240 and 1286. It was in the latter year that his son granted land in Charmouth to
the Abbot of Forde. again in 1297 there is confirmation of the 80 acres to the Abbey. When in 1295 Charmouth is designated a Borough by
the Abbot, it is William de La Berne who is a witness to the document. In 1318 amongst the deeds to Bridport held in the Dorset Record
Office is one that refers to a tenement with curtilage called La Berne (DC-BTB/S/68. It is Geoffrey De La Berne who in 1337 and 1364
appears as witness to some of the Forde Abbey Deeds. In 1371 Robert de La Berne is in a dispute with his neighbour, Sir John de Chideock
over some lands.

We have to turn to Hutchins History of Dorset to continue the story of the descent of Berne Manor. In 1442 it comes into the ownership of
William Bonville, who at that time is living in nearby Shute Manor, near Axminster. In 1472, his wife, Elizabeth Lady Harrington dies, seized
of it. In 1485 the Manor comes into the Kings hands on the attainder of Thomas Marquis of Dorset for High Treason.

In 1559, this Manor of Berne and Morcombelake, possessions of Henry Duke of Suffolk together with lands in Norchard, the site of the
Manor and Lands of Marshwood Vale, 7 closes called Case Mills were granted to Robert Caitlin, sergeant at law and Anne his wife and their
heirs for 31 years purchased for £760. He died seized of it in 1577. His daughter, Mary who was the wife of John Spencer held the Premises
in 1583.

In 1587 George Somers paid £600 for Berne Manor and 200 acres of land as well as Norchardat near by Stanton St.
acres. In 1610 he dies aged 60 in Bermuda and is buried at Whitchurch. He leaves his estate to hi wife and nephew, Matthew Somers. They
sell it to Anthony Floyer in 1616 whose family live nearby at Stanton St. Gabriel

In the Chancery Suit Henley v. Templeman,’ dated 1760, the plaintiff states that the manors of Berne and Morecombe had been
successively in possession of John Henley of Abbots Wootton, Esg. who died in 1732,, and of Robert Henley of Abbots Wootton (brother of
the said John), who died without issue in 1758.Robert Henley's debts exceeded the value of his personalty and much of his real estate was
mortgaged. The manors were entailed on John's sons Robert, Peter, and Phocion. Hutchins describes how the manors passed to the
Spencers. When, in 1587, Sir John Spencer leased the farm of Berne to George (afterwards Sir George) Somers no copyholds were included
in the conveyance, the deed describing the land as late in tenure of John Hodder, and when in 1598,Spencer sold the fee simple of the farm
to Somers, the former retained the manorial rights. The Spencers held the manors in 1602 and 1604 (see Recoveries), but later, as has
been stated, they passed to the Everys.

On the death of John Every in 1679 the manors of Berne and Morcombelake became the property of his sister and coheiress Barbara, wife of
Sir Robert Henley of the Grange,Hants, and descended to her sons, the above-mentioned John and Robert.

By deed (enrolled in Common Pleas), dated 28 June, 36 Henry VIII |I544 Henry Marquess of Dorset sold to William Gray of London,
gentleman, for 518. 3s. 4d. " all that his manor or lordship of Barne otherwise called Berne with the appurtenances in Berne in the County of
Dorsett,” and all other hereditaments in the said parish of Berne or elsewhere in Dorset, reputed to be parcel of the manor. The Marquess
guarantees the manor and lands to be of the clear yearly value of £25. 18s. 2d., over and above all reprises.

In the Chancery Suit Every v. Putt,' dated 1663, it is deposed that William Every of Cothay, Somerset, Esq., had died seized of the manors of
Barne or Berne and Morcamlake. William Every's will was proved in 1651.



Hutchins History of Dorset (1863 Edition) The history of Berne Manor.

anciently a manor, and member of Whitchurch.
20 Edw. III. Galfride de Atte Berne held one-
eighth of a fee here in Whitchurch hundred.
1 Edw. IV. William Bonvil held it. 11 Edw.
IV. Elizabeth Lady Harrington, wife of William
Bonvil, died seised of it.e 2 Ric. I11. this manor
came into the King’s hands, on the attainder of
Thomas Marquis of Dorset for high treason.
15 July, 5 and 6 Philip and Mary, this manor of
Barne, alias Berne, and Morcomb Lake, parcel
of the possessions of Henry Duke of Suffolk
attainted, together with lands in Orchard, with
free warren on all the said manors and lands, and
all royalties ; the site of the manor and demesne
lands of Marshwood Vale; seven closes called
Case Mills, containing 80 a. parcel of the same,
were granted to Robert Catlin, serjeant-at-law,
and Anne his wife, and their heirs, for 31 years,
purchased for 7607. 8s. 4d. value 807 8s. 4d.
He died seised of it 19 Eliz.° 25 Eliz. Mary,
wife of John Spencer, sole heir of Robert Catlyn,
knt. held the premises mentioned in the grant of
5 and 6 Philip and Mary.

20 Oct. 43 Eliz. licence was ted to Edward
Glascothe of Gray’s Inn, Middlesex, esq. and
dame Mary his wife, late wife of Sir John Spen-
cer, knt. to sell to Sir Robert Spencer, knt. of
Oldthrop, co. Northampton, all those manors of

Berne, alias Barne, and Morcumblake, with all
their appurtenances as described above, held of
the Queen in capite, with free warren, and all
franchises and emoluments.
. In Mr. Coker’s time the mansion house of
, Berne was late the dwelling of Sir George Sum-
. mers, who was probably born here, or at Lyme,
i and was a famous seaman. He commanded in
» several naval expeditions in 1595, 1600, 1601,
+ 1602 ; and was knighted 1604, being then styled
+ of Boxolm. In the latter part of this year, and

the beginning of 1605, he served the office of
mayor of Lyme Regis, which circumstance de-
notes that he was then an inhabitant, if not a
native, of that place, as at that period the whole
corporate body, in compliance with the charter
of Queen Elizabeth, a. r. 33, consisted entirely of
residents. In 1606, the King granted a patent to
him, Thomas Hannam, esq. &c. to send a colony,
and make a plantation at Virginia. In 1609, Sum-
mers, with Sir Thomas Gates and Captain New-
port, were appointed deputy governors of Virginia
by Lord Delawarr, the governor. They were
wrecked at the Bermudas or Summers Islands,
first discovered 1591, and then uninhabited. They
took possession of them for the crown of England,
and these islands had their name from him at his
return home. In 1610 he was made Admiral of
Virginia, and sent back by Lord Delawarr to Ber-
mudas, where he died the same year, aged 60.
His body was brought over, and interred at Whit-
church.! His arms were, Vert, a fesse dancette
ermine. :

In 1831 this farm was purchased of the exe-
cutors of Richard Knight, esq. by the Rev.
Thomas Hodges of. Charmouth, who afterwards
settled it, together with another estate in Stanton
St. Gabriel’s called Norchard, on his only sur-
viving child Elizabeth, on her marriage with the
late Rev. Thomas Bennett Edwards, vicar of St.
Stephen’s by Saltash, Cornwall.

The farm of Berne belonged to the Floyers of
Devon for several descents, some of whom resided
here, and had their place of burial in the south
aisle of the parish church. It afterwards came
to the Rev. William Floyer, vicar of Stinsford.
Of the Floyers a further account will be given in
West Stafford and Athelhampston.




Hutchins History of Dorset- Berne Manor in Dorset

Anciently a manor, and member of Whitchurch Canonicorum.
1346. Galfride de Atte Berne held one-eighth of a fee here in
Whitchurch hundred.

1460. William Bonville held it.

1472. Elizabeth Lady Harrington, wife of William Bonville,
died seized of it.

1485. this manor came into the King's hands, on the
attainder of Thomas Marquis of Dorset for high treason.

15 July 1559, this manor of Barne, alias Berne, and
Morcombelake, parcel of the possessions of Henry Duke of
Suffolk attainted, together with lands in Orchard, with free
warren on all the said manors and lands, and all royalties; the
site of the manor and demesne lands of Marshwood Vale ;
seven closes called Case Mills, containing 80 a. parcel of the
same, were granted to Robert Catlin, serjeant-at-law, and
Anne his wife, and their heirs, for 31 years, purchased for
£760. 8s. 4d. value £30. 8s. 4d. He died seized of it in 1577.
1583. Mary, wife of John Spencer, sole heir of Robert
Catlyn, knt. held the premises mentioned in the grant

20 Oct.1601 licence was granted to Edward Glascothe of
Gray's Inn, Middlesex, esq. and Dame Mary his wife, late wife
of Sir John Spencer, knt. to sell to Sir Robert Spencer, knt. of
Oldthrop, co. Northampton, all those manors of Berne, alias
Barne, and Morcomblake, with all their appurtenances as
described above, held of the Queen in capite, with free
warren, and all franchises and emoluments.

In Mr. Coker's time the mansion house of Berne was late the
dwelling of Sir George Summers, who was probably born
here, or at Lyme, and was a famous seaman. He commanded
in several naval expeditions in 1595, 1600, 1601, 1602, and

was knighted in 1604, being then

styled of Boxolm. In the latter part of this year, and the
beginning of 1605, he served the office of mayor of Lyme
Regis, which circumstance de-notes that he was then an
inhabitant, if not a native, of that place, as at that period the
whole corporate body, in compliance with the charter of
Queen Elizabeth, a. r. 33, consisted entirely of residents. In
1606, the King granted a patent to him, Thomas Hannam,
esg. &o. to send a colony, and make a plantation at Virginia.
In 1609, Summers, with Sir Thomas Gates and Captain
New-port, were appointed deputy governors of Virginia by
Lord Delawarr, the governor. wrecked at the Bermudas or
Summers Islands, first discovered 1591, and then
uninhabited. They took possession of them for the crown of
England,and these islands had their name from him at his
return home. Virginia, and sent back by Lord Delawarr to
Bermudas, where he died the same year, aged 60. His body
was brought over, and interred at Whitchurch His arms
were, Vert, a fesse dancette ermine. They were In 1610 he
was made Admiral of His arms were, Vert, a fesse dancette
In 1831 this farm was purchased of the executors of
Richard Knight, esq. by the Rev. Thomas Hodges of.
Charmouth, who afterwards settled it, together with another
estate in Stanton St. Gabriel's called Norchard, on his only
surviving child Elizabeth, on her marriage with the late

Rev. Thomas Bennett Edwards, vicar of St].

Saltash, Cornwall.

The farm of Berne belonged to the Floyers of Devon for
several descents, some of whom resided here, and had their
place of burial in the south aisle of the parish church. to the
Rev. William Floyer, vicar of Stinsford. . It afterwards came
to Rev. William Floyer, Vicar of Stinsford.




A History of Berne Manor in Dorset

44. MaNoRrs oF BERNE AND MORCOMBELAKE. (XIV.p. 23),
In addition to the account in Hutchins’ History of Dorset, I have
noticed the following printed references.

Two fines levied respectively in 1376 and 1475. (See Dorset
Feet of Fines, edited by Messrs. E. A., and G. S. Fry.)

An Inquisition after the death of John de Pavely, dated
9 Edward I [1280-1], includes among the lands of the deceased
a third of a fee in La Berne, Dorset, held by William la Berne,
and a sixteenth of a fee there held by Roger le Cu.

Feudal Aids in 1431. William Bonevyle of Shete, Devon,
chivaler, holds divers lands and tenements in Le Bernes in
Hundred of Whitchurch, Dorset, held by service of an eighth
part of a Knight's fee.

An Inquisition after the death of William Wadham, Esq.,
dated 3 Henry VII [1487-8] shows that Wadham was seized of
land, meadow, and pasture worth 4os/- yearly in Boverhayes
held of Thomas, Marquess of Dorset, as of the manor of Barne,
Dorset.

Three ‘Recoveries,” dated respectively in 1600, 1602 and
1664. (See previous issues of this Magazine, Vol. VI, pp. 318
and 320, and Vol. IX, p. 212.)

A Paper on Sir George Somers in Vol. XXXII of Proceedings
of the Dorset Natural History and Antiquarian Field Club.

Among manuscripts in the Public Record Office may be
included the following.

74. MANORS oF BERNE AND MORCOMBELAKE. (XIV. pp.
5 and 50).—In addition to the previous note I may mention
that in Vol. 385 of the miscellaneous Books of the Court of Aug-
mentation, dated in the reign of Henry VIII, is a list of free
tenants of the manor of Barne, Dorset, then part of the estates
of Cecilia Marchioness of Dorset. There were but three free
tenants, viz., :—
William Wadham, who held pasture called Bouershay worth
2d. a year,
Henry Guppe, who held lands worth 5s/- a year, and
John Morecombe, who held lands worth 5s/- a year.
- )< LOPE,

By deed (enrolled in Common Pleas), dated 28 June, 36
Henry VIII [1544] Henry Marquess of Dorset sold to William
Gray of London, gentleman, for £3518. 3s. 4d. **all that his
manor or lordship of Barne otherwyse called Berne with thappur-
tenaunces in Berne in the County of Dorsett,” and all other
hereditaments ‘“in the seid parish of Berne” or elsewhere in
Dorset, reputed to be parcel of the manor. The Marquess
guarantees the manor and lands to be of the clear yearly value of
£25. 18s. 2d., over and above all reprises.

In the Chancery Suit ‘ Beare ». Hayne,’ dated 1648, depo-
nents assert that Mr. Anthony Floyer had been in possession of
the farm of Berne for the previous twenty-eight years.

In the Chancery Suit* Every v. Putt,” dated 1663, it is deposed
that William Every of Cothay, Somerset, Esq., had died seized of
the manors of Barne or Berne and Morcamlake. [William Every’s
will was proved in 1651.]

In the Chancery Suit ‘ Henley v. Templeman,’ dated 1760,
the plaintiff states that the manors of Berne and Morecombe had
been successively in possession of John Henley of Abbots Woot-
ton, Esq., who died in 1732, and of Robert Henley of Abbots
Wootton, Esq. (brother of the said John), who died without
issue in 1758. Robert Henley's debts exceeded the value of his
personalty and much of his real estate was mortgaged. The
manors were entailed on John’s sons Robert, Peter, and Phocion.

Hutchins describes how the manors passed to the Spencers.
When, in 1587, Sir John Spencer leased the farm of Berne to
George (afterwards Sir George) Somers no copyholds were in-
cluded in the conveyance, the deed describing the land as then
late in tenure of John Hooder or Hodder, and when in 1598
Spencer sold the fee simple of the farm to Somers, the former
retained the manorial rights. Mr. Anthony Floyer purchased
the farm from Matthew Somers about 1620, and, according to
Hutchins, it remained in the Floyer family for several genera-
tions. The Spencers held the manors in 1602z and 1604 (see
‘ Recoveries’), but later, as has been stated, they passed to the
Everys. On the death of John Every in 1679 the manors of
Berne and Morcombelake became the property of his sister and
coheiress Barbara, wife of Sir Robert Henley of the Grange,
gants, and descended to her sons, the above-mentioned John and

obert.

In a footnote in Vol. II, page 253, of Hutchins’ History
(3rd edition) is given an extract from Exchequer Records, of the
year 19 Elizabeth, indicating that Paul Pope was then in posses-
sion of both manors. In explanation of this footnote it may be
mentioned that Paul Pope was a London scrivener who held a
mortgage on Sir John Spencer’s estate in Leicestershire and no
doubt was, in the year mentioned, in temporary possession as
mortgagee of Berne and Morcombelake. Pope was however




Introduction to the History of Berne Manor in Dorset

There is no specific reference to Berne Manor in the Domesday Book. It would have come under the hundred of Whitchurch
Caninicorum. There is a gap until the 13th century when Walter de La Berne is shown as a withess.olumber ofdocuments.
The Cartulary now held at Forde Abbey records his nangenumber oftimes between 1240 and 1286. It was in the latter year
that his son granted land inCharmouth to the Abbot of Forde. again in 1297 there is confirmation of the 80 acres to the Abbe
When in 1295Charmouth is designated a Borough by the Abbot, it is William de La Berne who is a witness to the document.
1318 amongst the deeds to Bridport held in the Dorset Record Office is one that refers to a tenement with curtilage called L3
Berne (DGBTB/S/68. It is Geoffrey De La Berne who in 1337 and 1364 appears as witness to some of the Forde Abbey Deg
In 1371 Robert de La Berne is in a dispute with mgighbour, Sir John deChideock over some lands.

We have toturn to Hutchins History of Dorset to continue the story of the descent of Berne Manor. In 1442 it comes into the
ownership of William Bonville, who at that time is living in nearby Shute Manor, near Axminster. In 1472, his wife, Elizabeth
Lady Harrington dies, seized of it. In 1485 the Manor comes into the Kings hands on the attainder of Thomas Marquis of Do
for High Treason.

In 1559, this Manor of Berne antlorcombelake, possessions of Henry Duke of Suffolk together with lands Morchard, the

site of the Manor and Lands of Marshwood Vale, 7 closes called Case Mills were granted to Robert Caitlin, sergeant at law &
Anne his wife and their heirs for 31 years purchased for £760. He died seized of it in 1577. His daughter, Mary who wasithe
of John Spencer held the Premises in 1583.

In 1587 George Somers paid £600 for Berne Manor and 200 acres of land as weNaschard¢ q WU I ¢ | H! WE qc¢ Uq
with 100 acres. In 1610 he dies aged 60 in Bermuda and is buried at Whitchurch. He leaves his estate to hi wife and nepheV
Matthew Somers. They sell it to Anthonkfloyerin 1616 whose family live nearby at Stanton St. Gabriel
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Report and Transactions of the Devonshire AssociatioRloyer

Berne Fm (SY 388944),Berne Farm 1769DCMMap, La Berne 1281 Ipm, 1340lich , 1376 FF,

1422Ct, terr ' Mxta | ' Berne 1327 (15) Poul , LeBernes1431 FA, Berne 1462 Pat et passim, (manerium de ) Barne 1488
Ipm, 1558Val, Barne alias Berne Hutch3, Bern 1795 Boswell, cf. also William atte Berne 1280 FF, 1318HarlCh ,

William de la Berna 13 (15) Forde, William de la Berene1291 Pat, William de la Barne ¢.1300 (15) Poul,

William de la Berne 1304AD, Geoffrey de la Barne 1327 SR, Geoffrey atte Berne 1332 SRet freq to 1364 Weld 2,

Geoffrey de (la) Berne 1338HarlCh, 1340lich , 'the barn or storehouse for barley and other grain’, from bere -gern , with
ME atte ‘at the'in the surname forms.

Berne Fm :: Survey of Englishlace-Names
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https://epns.nottingham.ac.uk/browse/Dorset/Whitchurch+Canonicorum/53285299b47fc4099d0025f5-Berne+Fm

Berne Farm 1769DCMMap , La Berne 1281 Ipm, 15 EDWARD 1—17 EDWARD L
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1422Ct , terr ' éuxta | ' Berne 1327 el

(15) Poul , Le Bernes 1431 FA, Berne 1462 T e S ot e 16 ey Teenagy ank Bt 1o Sombend to VN

Pat et pa‘SSIm ! (ma‘nerium de) Barne 1488 Ipm’ 8 William de la Berne to grant_land in Charmouth to the abbot : Dorset.

1558Val , Barne alias Berne Hutch3, Bern 1795 and convent of Ford. (14 Edw.1) 5

Boswell, cf. also William atte Berne 1280 FF,

1318HarlCh , William de la Berna 13 (15) Forde , Robert, Count of Mortain, rebelled against King William

William de la Berene 1291 Pat, Rufus, the younger son of William the Conqueror and

William de la Barne ¢.1300 (15) Poul, successor to the English throne, and his

William de la Berne 1304AD , lands escheated to the crown.!®! These lands

Geoffrey de la Barne 1327 SR, subsequently were split off to form several

GEOﬁrey atte Berne 1332 SRet freq to 1364Weld 2, Separate feudal baronies.

Geoffrey de (la) Berne 1338HarlCh, 1340lich, 'the

barn or storehouse for barley and other grain', FOUNDINSIDE — PAGE 34

from bere-aern, with ME atte 'at the' in the ... William de la Berne ( who then held the land of the Abbot ) [ Cal . Pat . Rolls :
Ing . Ad Quod Damnum ] ; (4 ) in 1291 at Charmouth the Abbot had

surname forms. temporalities , probably rents , worth£4 . 10s . Od . [ Tax . Eccl . ] . Revenue

[F30] at ...

64Royal letters patent giving licence to the a. and c. of Forde for the appropriation in mortmain to them and their Successors for ever of 80 acres in
Charmoth (Cernemue) given to them by William de la Berne, deceased, who held it of them. 11 September 1291 Dated : Amesbury (Ambresbury) 11
September 19 Edward .

55 D inus and confirmation by Geoffrey de Mandeville (Mandavilla), lord c. 1240 of the manor of Marshwood (Mershwode) and the hundred of
Whitchurch (Whitchurche) of 53 and 54. witnesses: Ives de Rocheford, Adam de Wootton (Wodeton), knights, Ives de Pilsdon (Pillesdon). Walter de la
Berne, William Welsh (le Walleys), Gilbert de Anstey (Anestie), Bartholomew de la Mer, Roger de Shaw (la Shawe), Stephen Pain (Paynd ) . Geof f
Mandeville (111) was son of Robert. He succeeded his father c.died in 1269: 1.J. Sanders, English Baronies, 64. A marginal note 1231 and states that this
charter was shown to the council of Queen Elizabeth in the

Michaelmas Term 12 Henry VIl (1496) for the discharge of homage, relief and

41 Grant by Richard de Chard (Cerda), clerk, to the a. and c. of Forde of all his right in a croft, together with the houses he has built thereon, in the vill of
Charmouth (Cernemuth) which he holds of the monks and which John Cetus,called the clerk, held in villeinage before him. Witnesses: William de la
Berne, Richard Pain (Paganus), Roger de la Yard (Herde) [recte Yerde], William de la Grove, Robert de Hall (Aula).

60 before 1291 Grant in free alms by William de la Berne (Bern), son of Geoffrey de la Berne, to the a. and c. of Forde as 58. Witnesses : Robert de
Wootton (Wodeton'), Ralph de Rocheford, knights, William de Clavile, Nicholas Beysin, Robert de Cotley (Cutteheie), RichardPain (Payn), William de
Catelebruge (Cadelburg).

(339) WESTBROOK HOUSE (Plate 18), m. S.E. of the church, is of two storeys with stone walls and a

slate-covered roof. According to Hutchins (I, 845) the house was built ¢c. 1620 by Sir Thomas Freke; it was partially demolished c. 1730 by William Freke
and considerably rebuilt in the mid 18th century by William Floyer.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rufus
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Early references to Berne Manor

the Countie of DORSET.

you not farre off in the Side of an Hill, where fhe
lived in Prayer and Contemplation, unto whofe
Honour a Church beeing built was from her nam-
ed Whitechurch; and, that you may not think
they feigne all this, you fhall finde her regiftred
in your ordinarie Almanack, the third Day. of Octo-
ber, by the Name of St. Candida. Whitechurch
names the Hundred wherin it ftands, and was an-
tientlic reputed a Member of Mer/bwood, whofe
Owners ftill owned it.

A Member of Whitechurch is Barne, late the |
Houfe of Sir George Somers, an ex-§
quifite Navigatour, and one of the

. firft Difcoverers of the Barmudoas,
where at laft, after manie Voyages thither, he di-
ed ; but his Bodie, beeing brought unto England,

[14]
V. a Feffe daunce
Erm.

332. WiLLiam WapHAM, esq.
Writ 26 Aug., inq. 4 Nov., 3 Hen. VIL

One Joan Payne, daughter and heir of John Payne, being seised of the
under-mentioned manor, advowson, and lands, in fee, took to husband the
said William, who survived her, and was seised of the premises for the term of
his life as tenant by the curtesy, having had issue by her William, John, and
other children.

He died 28 Juune last. William Wadham, aged 30 and more, is son and
heir of the said William and Joan.

Dorset, Manor and advowson of Catereston, worth 10 marks, held of Eliza-
beth Colshull, widow ,as of the manor of Lytton, service unknown.

A messuage, 20w, land, 20a. meadow, and 40«. pasture, in Hogeestre
and Brodelond, in the parish of Whitehurche, worth 40, held of Cieely,
Duchess of York, as of the manor of Mershewode, by 2s. rent yearly, for all
serviee,

Two hundred and twenty acres of Jand, 22« meadow, and 100w,
pasture in Crowchelond, Hyndecombe, Cotehay, Greylesley or Greyleshay,
and Blakemore, worth 6 marks, in the parish of Whitchurche, held of the
said Duchess, by 12d. yearly rent, for all scrviee.

Land, mecadow, and pasture, worth 40, yearly, in Boverhayes, held of
Thomas, Marquess of Dorset, as of the manor of Barne, service unknown,

: Three burgages in Charnemouth, worth 20s, held of the Abbot of
Ford, as of the manor of Charnemouth, by 2s. yearly rent and suit of
court there twice yearly, for all service.

C. Series 11, Vol. 3. (85.)

was interred at Whitechurch.

When Cecily Bonville 7th Baroness Harington was born on 30 June 1460, in
Shute, Devon, England, her father, William Bonville 6th Lord Harington, was 19
and her mother, Katherine de Neville, was 18. She married Sir Thomas Grey 1st
Marquess of Dorset on 18 July 1474, in Groby, Leicestershire, England. They
were the parents of at least 5 sons and 7 daughters. She died on 22 May 1529,
in Astley, Warwickshire, England, United Kingdom, at the age of 68, and was
buried in Astley, Warwickshire, England, United Kingdom.

1576 Grantor: John Spencer, son and heir-apparent of Sir John Spencer, of
Althorp, Northants, knight, and Mary his wife, daughter and heir of Sir Robert
Catelyn, knight, late Lord Chief Justice, deceased. Grantee: Paul Pope, of
London scrivener. Place or Subject: Manors of Berne (Barne, Berne) and
Morecombelake [both in Whitchurch Canonicorum] and site and capital
messuage of manor of Marshwood Vale other lands in the same and in [East or
West] Orchard; all late of Henry [Grey], Duke of Suffolk




The Bonville family ownership of Berne Manor from

Margaret Grey
13977 1427

William 1t Baron Bonville

Chewton, Somerset
13927 1461

Lady Margaret
Somerset Hill
1387- 1458

Sir William Harrington. 5 t
Lord Harrington
1394- 1458

ElizabethFerrier of Groby
14197 1483

(Sir Edward Grey

1415- 1457

Elizabeth, Baroness
Harrington. Married at
Shute in 1441
14237 1458

William 6 t Baron

Elizabeth Woodville married

(1) Sir John Grey. Groby, Leicester

(2) Henry Stafford.
1st Earl of Wiltshire

Bonville (2) King Edward IV killed in battle of st. Albans
Chewton, Somerset 1437- 1492 14317 1461
1442- 1483
(2) Cecily, Lady Harrington born Thomas Grey F Marquis of (1) Anne de
in Shute, near Axminster — Dorset Holland .
1460- 1530 , 14551 1501

Died 1530

Grey 2 Marquis of Dorset

i

Henry Grey 34 Marquis of
Dorset
Executed in 1554

I

Lady Jane Grey

of the Bonville estates by the newly crowned Edward IV to the one-
year-old Cicely Bonville.

When she was scarcely fourteen years old, Cicely became the
second wife of the twenty-four-year-old Thomas Grey, 1st mar-
quess of Dorset (d.1501), and she lived until 1530. The manor of
Shute was held for six months by the 2nd marquess (d.1530) and
forfeited to the crown in 1554 when the 3rd marquess was exe-
cuted for attempting to put his daughter, Lady Jane Grey, on the
throne. The property was held for a short time by Sir William
Petre, who sold it to Sir William Pole in 1560, a family who had
held land at Colyton since about 1300 and owned Colcombe
‘Castle’ nearby. A successor, Sir John William Pole, built the
Palladian house on the south-facing slopes of the park, now
divided into apartments.




William Bonville and his Family (1442 1553)

Date: The day after Ascension, 15 Edward IV [5 May 1475].

Parties: Thomas Stydolf, gentleman, querent, and Thomas Grey, son of Elizabeth, queen of England, consort of the lord king,
and Cecily, lady de Haryngton' and de Bonevyle, his wife, deforciants.

Property:  The manors of Northcote, lifardecombe, Hedde, Pole, Colrygq', Clyft [sic] Chambernon', Wodebury, Lympston’,
Churystaunton', otherwise called Churchestaunton’, Charleton', Kentes of the Blessed Mary, Blakeburgh', Combe
Pyne, Combe Seton', Otery of the Blessed Mary, Tourygge, Downe Humfravyle, Wodeford', Brendon®, Southole,
Knowdeston' Beauple, West Ayssheford', Beapleborough' and Barnestaple and 28 messuages, 2 tofts, 1 dove-cot, 2
gardens, 3 carucates, 4 ferlings, 680 acres of land, 57 acres of meadow, 28 acres of wood, 100 acres of moor and 16
shillings of rent in Byrches, Otery of the Blessed Mary, Aysshe, Honyton’, Elyngham, Fyneton’, Kewerygge,
Axemynstre, Torygge by Plympton', Sydeford’, Tyderlegh’, Membury, Ballisheighes, Kylmyngton', Sydeford’,
Eyrston’, Hoggysfe and Plymmouth'and the advowsons of the churches of the manors of llfardecombe, Lympston®and
Churystaunton' in the county of Devon and the manors of Trewardrayth', Trewallawen', Wylyngton', Northcote,
Paddestowe, Tremwell', Wadfast and Wyke of the Blessed Mary and 24 messuages, 6 shops, 3 tofts, 664 acres of land,
28 acres of meadow, 20 acres of wood, 40 acres of moor and 7 pounds, 7 shillings and 4 pence of rent in Wyke of the
Blessed Mary, Bremdon', Trowyrdowe, Trewcory, Carneworthy, Di heys, bstowe, Merwynchirch’,
Portalk’, Tresquyte, L I , Fawy, Treg lyn*, Penuarth’, Noddon', Trevasse, Holewode, Millehay, Kylquyte,
Seynterne, Polkevys, Robeletisdon’, Milhay, Cruh ire, Cruketyll' and Padestowe and the advowsons of the churches
of the manors of Jacobstowe and Merwynchirch'in the county of Cornwall and the manors of Pokyngton', Yearde,
Pyxston', Hunspyll' de la Hayes and Porlokke and 23 messuages, 3 carucates, 135 acres of land, 35 acres of meadow,
40 acres of wood and a moiety of 1 carucate of land in West Chynnok', Werne, Thorney, Hywysshe, Pyxston', Taunton’,
Langport, Glaston', Halywyll’' James, Yeuelchestr', Chafcombe and Drayton’and the advowson of the church of
Bokelond'in the county of Somerset and the manors of Berne, Maperton’, Sturmynstr" Marchall’, Alryngton’, Morton'
and Membury and 16 messuages, 7 carucates [and] 90 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 6 acres of wood and 50 shillings
of rent in Whytechirche, Lyme, Shirbourne, Ludelynche, Casemyll’, Yerdelond" and Tyderley in the parish of
Cherdestoke in the county of Dorset and the manor of Merston'in the county of Sussex and the manor of Magna Glenne in
the county of Leicester and the manors of Multon' Haryngton® and Multon' d'nofrum] and a moiety of the manors of Flete
and Lucys in the county of Lincoln and the manor of Austwyke in the county of York and the manors of Egyrmond”,
Haryngton', Gosford’, Enerdale, Kelton'and Wodacre and the offices of bailiff between Eyne and Derwynt and between
Eyne and Dodyn'in the county of Cumberland.

Action: Plea of covenant.

Agreement: Thomas Grey and Cecily have acknowledged the manors, tenements, offices, rents, moiety and advowsons to be the right of
Thomas Stydolf, as those which he has of their gift, and have remised and quitclaimed them from themselves and the heirs
of Cecily to him and his heirs for ever.

Warranty: Warranty against John, abbot of St Peter, Westminster, and his successors.

Forthis:  Thomas Stydolf has granted to Thomas Grey the manors, tenements, offices, rents, moiety and advowsons and has
rendered them to him in the court, to hold to Thomas Grey, of the chief lords for the life of Thomas Grey. And after the
depease Vof Thqmas Grey the manors, tenements, offices, rents, moiety and advowsons shall remain to Cecily and her heirs,

Bonville's father and grandfather had both had successful

careers.l As such, when Bonville came of age in 141419 he inherited
an income of approximately £900 per annum; for context, the
historian Martin Cherry says this was "a figure not far short of that
enjoyed by the fifteenth-century earls of Devon themselves".[8l His
landsd comprising 18 manorsl9§ were situated all over England,
although concentrated in Devon, particularly around Shute in the
south-east of the county, and Somerset.[8l These lands encompassed
his grandfather's patrimony, with manors in Devon, Somerset, Dorset
and Wiltshire. The Fitzroger estates were mainly in Leicestershire,
the East Midlands, and the south-east of England

in Kent and Sussex.[2 the History of Parliament, "without doubt
Bonville ranked among the very wealthiest landowners of the West
Country".[2

Sir William De Bonville, 5th Baron of Harington was born on 3 February
1423 in Shute, Devon, his father, Sir, was 29 and his mother, Lady, was
29. He married Elizabeth, Baroness Harington, Harrington in 1441 in his
hometown. They had four children during their marriage. He died on 31

December 1460 in Wakefield, Yorkshire, at the age of 37.

Sir Edward Grey was born on 7 February 1415 in Ruthin,
Denbighshire, his father, Reginald, was 53 and his mother, Lady,
was 49. He married Elizabeth De Ferrers in March 1427 in
Leicestershire. He then married Elizabeth De Ferrers and they had
nine children together. He died on 18 December 1457 in Ratby

Leicestershire, at the age of 42.

William, Sixth Baron of Bonville, Lord Harington was born in 1442 in
Somerset, his father, Sir, was 19 and his mother, Elizabeth, was 19. He
married Lady Katharine, Baroness of Harington and Hastings, DeNeville
in Salisbury, Wiltshire. They had two children during their marriage. He
died on 13 June 1483 at the age of 41.

Sir John Grey of Groby was born in 1432 in Leicestershire, his
father, Sir, was 17 and his mother, Elizabeth, was 14. He married
Elizabeth Woodville Queen consort of England and they had two
children together. He also had five sons and seven daughters from
another relationship. He died as a young father on 29 March 1464 in
Towton, Yorkshire, at the age of 32.

Lady Cecily, 7th Baroness Harrington and Dorset Bonville was born on
30 June 1460 in Shute, Devon, her father, William, was 18, and her
mother, Lady, was 25. She married Thomas Grey in Temple Hirst,
Yorkshire. They had 19 children in 22 years. She died on 12 April 1530
in Astley, Warwickshire, at the age of 69, and was buried there.

Thomas Grey was born on 22 June 1455, his father, Sir, was 23 and
his mother, Elizabeth, was 18. He married Lady Cecily, 7th
Baroness Harrington and Dorset Bonville in Temple Hirst, Yorkshire.
They had 19 children in 22 years. He died on 20 September 1501 in
Astley, Warwickshire, at the age of 46, and was buried there.

Sir John Grey ofroby- LifeStory(ancestry.co.uk)
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The Catlin and Spencer family ownership of Berne Manor from 1553 until 1603
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Thomas Catlyn Ann Risley
14897 1569 [] Chauncey
1505-
Sir Robert Catlin of Berne Lady Anne Sir John Spencer Katherine
Lord Chief Jusrtice. He buys Berne Manor in 1559. Boles Althorp | Kitson
Died at Newenham, Sutton, Beds. 1525 1574 1508 - 1575 1517-1586 1524- 1586

(1) Sir John Spencer
Knighted in 1588. Buried at Great Brington
married 11" September 1566 in London
1546-1599

(2) Sir Robert Fowler ] Lady Mary Catlin |
L1 Sole daughter and Heir ownd Berne in

(3) Edward Glascoke He sells Berne 1583. buried at GreatBrington ,

Manor to Sir Robert Spencer in 1601 Northhants . 15557 1619

Sir Robert Spencer Margaret Willoughby co heir of
15t Baron Spencer of Wormleighton . He buys Berne Manor in 1601 from his mother and her Francis of Wollaton.
third husband (Edward Glascoke). He sells it to Sir George Summers soon afterwards in 1603 She had 8 children
1570- 1627 Died in 1597

Robert Catlyn or Catlin was
born about 1510. He married
Anne, daughter of John
Boles, who lived at
Wallington in Hertfordshire,
and widow of Thomas
Burgoyne, and they had an
only child, Mary.

He died on 16 Sep 1574 at
Newnham Priory in
Bedfordshire and in
accordance with his wishes
was buried at Sutton in
Bedfordshire on 30 Sep
1574.

He is an ancestor of Prince
William, the Duke of
Cambridge.

Sir Robert Catlyn (1558 - 1574) was an English judge and Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench.llISir Robert
Catlyn married Ann, the daughter of John Boles of Wallington, Hertfordshire, and relict of John Burgoyne. By
her he left an only daughter, Mary, who married first Sir John Spencer, and secondly Sir Robert Fowler. Her
son by Sir John Spencer was Robert, who was created Baron Spencer of Wormleighton in 1603, from whom
came the Earls of Sunderland and Dukes of Marlborough.

Sir John Spencer(c. 155119 January 1599) was an English nobleman, politician, landowner,
sheriff, knight, andMPfrom the Spencer family Spencer married MaryCatlyn, the only
daughter and heiress ofSir Robert Catlin who brought him estates in both_eicestershire and
Northamptonshire as well as Berne Manor in Dorset which her father had built up from profits
of a successful career. They had one sorRobert, who became the firstBaron Spencer of
Wormleighton.Mary (15551 1619) was the sole daughter and heir of Sir Robezatlyn of
Berne, Dorset and Lord Chief Justice. she married Edwa@&lascoke after 1600.

U7

Sir Robert Catlyn paid £760 for Berne Manor in 1553. He was living there when his
daughter married Sir John Spencer of Althorp in 1566 in London. In 1574 he died and
Berne Manor passes to Sir John Spencer who leases it to Sir George Somers in 1587. In
1598, his son Sir Robert sell the freehold to Sir George for £600. He keeps the Manorial
rights which are later bought by the Every family who live near by at Wootton Abbas.
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The Catlin and Spencer family ownership of Berne Manor from 1553 until 1603

CATLIN, Siz ROBERT  (d. 1574),
judge, was born. at Beby in Leicester-
shire, though his ancestry is said to. have
belonged to Northamptonshire. e was a
member of the Middle Temple, and was ap-
pointed reader to that society in 1647. In
1568, the lordship of his native place havin
reverted to the erown through the attainder
of the Duke of Suffollr, Catlin obfained a
grant of it, In the following year he was
cdlled o the rank of serjeant-at-law, and two
years later to that of king’s and queen’s
serjeant. He was a.pgointed o justice of
the common pleas in October 1663, was re-
appointed on the accession of Elizabeth in
b})ovembar of the next year, and in the en-
suing January wag created chief justice of
the queen’s bench in the room of Sir Edward
Saunders, removed on account of his reli-
gious opinions, and was knighted, During hig
tenure of office he would seem to have had
next to no judicial business to perform, He

presided over the judges at the trial of the

uke of Norfollk %or %igh treason in con-
spiring with Mary Stuart to dethrone the
queen in January 1671, and the following
month sentenced one of the duke’s retainers,
Robert Hielkford, to death as an accomplice.
His judgment on this occasion is reported at
some length., Itisahomily onthesacredness
of majesty and the heinousness of treason, and,

80 rega.r&ed, not’ altogether & discreditable
performance, The closing sentences evince
an acquaintance “with Cheucer’s ‘House of
Fame. But he does not appear to have
been particularly subserviens as & judge, as
we find that this same year, 1571, he incurred
the serious displeasure of the queen by re-

g fusing to“alter the ancient forms of the

court’ in the interests of the Earl of Lei-
cester. He was accused of denying justice
and -malrin,g the queen’s bench ‘a court of
conscience’ by one Thomas Welch in 1566.
He married Ann, daughter of John Boles of
‘Wallington, Hertfordshive, and relict of John
Burgoyne, by whom he had one daughter,
whose first husband was Sir John Spencer.
He died at his seat at Newenham, Bedford-
ghire, in 1674, :

THISKTHE MONVMET OF SIOHN SPENCH
KNIGHT AND DAME MARIEHIS WIFEX
DAGHTER HEREOF S ROBERT CATELL
| KNIGHT 17HO HAD 155 ONLY §. ROBER




Slr George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610
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Festivities at
Berne Manor on
234 May 2009

Some remains of the older Berne House still exist, but the greater part of it was destroyed,
perhaps by fire and only one wing is now left of the residence of Sir George Somers and of
the Floyers. In 1592 a Captain John Floyer is mentioned as in command of a ship on one of
Sir Walter Raleigh's expeditions. He was accused of having captured, contrary to the orders
of the Privy Council a ship of Bayonne with a load of cod, and a "waistcoat of carnation
colour, curiously embroidered."2 His precise relationship to the family has not been
ascertained. An extract from the Diary of Lord Shaftesbury shows that at the time of the Great
Rebellion, Anthony22 Floyer was a Royalist, for he is mentioned as being on duty at
Dorchester with Lord Shaftesbury as justice of the peace. In 1685 the Duke of Monmouth
landed with his army at Lyme Regis, distant only a few miles from Berne. A notice in

the Gentleman's Magazine for 1767 would seem to refer to some lost tradition of the past
which Anthony Floyer, as major in the militia,2* played in opposing his advance, but this is
now only to be conjectured. Many notices of ordinary business transactions as justices of the
peace and as churchwardens remain in the parish books of Whitechurch Canonicorum,
Chideock, and elsewhere.
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Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

[T am able to supply GENEALOGIST with the following abstract

of the Post Mortemn Inquisition of Sir George Somers, which I A Capltalmessuage or mansion house and

copied at the Public Record Office a few years since. .
The Inquisition was taken at Dorchester, 26th July, 9 Jac. 1., farm Of the Manor Of Berne; Co. Dorset; W|th

before George Estmont, gent., Escheator ; and it appears that he i i

was seised before his death, in demesne and in fee, of the Manor orchards, gardens, a ngSt mill called

of Upwey alias Waybay House, with its members and appurten- Tickmill, and closes or parce]s of land,

ances, in Co. Dorset, held of the King 7z capi/e, and worth in all .

profits, beyond reprises, £12, Also of a capital messuage or Ca”ed reSpeCUVGIBrOdemenad Lower

mansion house and farm of the Manor of Berne, co. Dorset, with .

orchards, gardens, a grist mill called Tuckmill, and closes or Walel‘letts ngherWaterlettS\NOOd,

parcels of land, called respectively Brode-meuad, Lower Water-

letts, Higher Waterletts Wood, Waterletts Wood, Berne Orchard, WaterlettSVVOOd, Berne OrChard, Lower

Lower and Higher Longyeard. Shurcombe Meade, Shurcombe, ;

Home Byttuxnr,‘ New Mead, Little and Middl? Home Byttom, and ngheﬂ_ongyeal‘dShurcombé\/leade,

Higher and Lower T'wynewood, Brene Wood (3), and Longhoues

(3), held of the King in chief by Knight’'s service, and worth ShurcombEHomeBOttom New Mead’

£6 13s5. 4d. Also of a messuage. mansion house, and tenement, i i i

calleci the Manor of Orchard, in the parish of Whitchurche Little and Middle HonGByttom, ngher and

[Canonicorum |, Dorset, with numerous parcels of land, of which LowerTwynewood BerneWood (3)’ and

Great and Little Bynhills, Gasemore, Eastfield, Muddiford,

Seymonds Lease, Bappowle ILees, Bappowle ILees Meadow, LongbOoeS

Shadesbush Meade, Litle Bappowles, Fyve Ashmead, and High-
field, are particularly named, together with common of pasture in
Sharedowne a/lias Sharmendowne, and Morcomb Lake a/lias
Haddon Hill. Also of a capital messuage or tenement in Marsh-

wood, Dorset, called Harpers, with closes named Brodelay, The 1844 Tlthe Map ShOW& number

Harpers Meade, Harpers Moore, Gybland, Hynnens, &c., held of . . ..

John Pawlett, Esq., in free socage, of the Manor of Marshwood, Of fleldS Wlth the same or Slmllar

paying a rent of 6d. for all services, and worth 15s. Also of three . .

messuages in Lyme Regis, held by Sir George and Johanna, his names as those mentloned N 1612

wife, of the Mayor and Burgesses, paying a rent of 2s. for all

services, and worth 1os. Sir George died the 9th of Novr. last. LOWGI‘ LongYard, Upper Long Yal‘d,

Nicholas Somers, gent., his cousin and heir, aged 26 or more.

Lady Johanna his wife still living at Whitchurch. Upper Sharkham UpperShal‘kham
The Inquisition contains the following extract from Sir

George’s will :—¢ I, the said Geo. Somers, do give and bequeth to Furze, LowerSharkham Sharkham
Mathew Somers and his heirs all that capital messuage or farm
Copse, Home Bottom, Home

called Waybay Flouse in the parish of Upwaye, and all land
called Orchard, in the parish of Whitchurch, a messua
ment called Harper’s tenement, in the parish of Marshweo
the groux_nl' or common at the hill, purchased of Richard N
gent., adjoining other lands called Berne in the parish o
church, and all other lands not bequeath, to Mat. Somers ar
heirs for ever.”
This Inquisition is headed “¢ Libat’ fuit in Cur’ xxiiij die
Anno R., Jacobi, Anglie, &c., decimo, p. manus Ric'i Wa
Eprtor Fror DoORr

Bottom Copse, Treenwoods Lower
Berne Woods, Little Berne Woods,
Great Berne Wood<Copse, Upper
Little Bern Woods, Great Berne

Woods, Lower Long Yard




Sir George Somers ownership of Berne Manor in Dorset from 1612

was seised before his death, in demesne and in fee, of the Manor
of Upwey alias Waybay House, with its members and appurten-
ances, in Co. Dorset, held of the King 7z capi/e, and worth in all
proﬁts beyond reprises, 412, Also of a capital messuage or
mansion house and farm of the Manor of Berne, co. Dorset, with
orchards, gardens, a grist mill called Tuckmill, and closes or
parcels of land called respectively Brode-meuad, Lower Water-
[letts, Higher Waterletts Wood, Waterletts Wood, Berne Orchard,
Lower and Higher Longyeard. Shurcombe Meade, Shurcombe
Home Byttom, New Mead, Little and Middle Home Byttom,
Higher and Lower Twynewood, Brene Wood (3), and Longhoues
(3), held of the King in chief by Knight's service, and worth
£6 135. 4d. Also of a messuage, mansion house, and tenement,
called the Manor of Orchard in the parish of Whitchurche
[Canonicorum |, Dorset, with numerous parcels of land, of which
Great and Little Bynhills, Gasemore, Eastfield, Muddlford
Seymonds Lease, Bappowle Lees, Bappowle Lees Meadow,
Shadesbush Meade, Litle Bappowles, Fyve Ashmead, and High-
field, are particularly named, together with common of pasture in
Sharedowne a/zas Sharmendowne, and Morcomb Lake a/lias
Haddon Hill. Also of a capital messuage or tenement in Marsh-
46 13s. 4d. Also of a messuage, mansion house, and tenement,
called the Manor of Orchard in the parish of Whitchurche
[Canonicorum |, Dorset, with numerous parcels of land, of which
Great and Little Bynhills, Gasemore, Eastfield, Muddlford
Seymonds Lease, Bappowle Lees, Bappowle Lees Meadow,
Shadesbush Meade, Litle Bappowles, Fyve Ashmead, and High-
field, are particularly named, together with common of pasture in

Sharedowne aflias Sharmendowne and Morcomb Lake alias
Haddon Hill. Also of a capital messuage or tenement in Marsh-

wood, Dorset, called Harpers, with closes named Brodelay,
Harpers Meade, Harpers Moore, Gybland, Hynnens, &c., held of
John Pawlett, Esq., in free socage, of the Manor of Marshwood,
paying a rent of 6d. for all services, and worth 15s. Also of three
messuages in Lyme Regis, held by Sir George and Johanna, his
wife, of the Mayor and Burgesses, paying a rent of 2s. for all
services, and worth 10s. Sir George died the gth of Novr. last.
Nicholas Somers, gent., his cousin and heir, aged 26 or more.
Lady Johanna his wife still living at Whitchurch.

Also of a capital messuage or mansion house and
farm of the Manor of Berne, co. Dorset, with orchards,
gardens, a grist mill called Tickmill, and closes or
parcels of land, called respectively Brode-meuad,
Lower Walerletts, Higher Waterletts Wood, Waterletts
Wood, Berne Orchard, Lower and Higher Longyeard,
Shurcombe Meade, Sburcombe, Home Byttom, New
Mead, Little and Middle Hone Byttom, Higher and
Lower Twynewood, Brene Wood, and Longboues
held of the King in chief by Knight's service, and worth
£6 13. 4d. Also of a messuage., mansion house, and
tenement, lled the Manor of Orchard, in the parish of
Whitchurch Canonicorum Dorset, with numerous
parcels of land, of which Great and Liule Bynbills,
Gasemore, Eastield, Meddiford,Seymonds Lease,
Bappowle Lees, Bappowle Lees Meadow,
Shadesbush Meade, Little Bappowles, Fyve
Ashagead, and High Beld, are particularly named,
together with comijon of patore in Sharedowhc alias
Sharnendowne, and Morcomb Lake alias Haddon Hill,
Also of a capital messuage or tenement in
Marshwood, Dorset, called Harpers, with closes
named Brodelay, Harpers Meade. Harpers Moore,
Gybland, Hynnens, &C., held of John Pawlet, Esq, in
free socage, of the Manor of Marshwood, paying a
rent of 6d. for all services, and worth 15s. Also of three
messuages in Lyme Regis, held by Sir George and
Johanna, his wife, of the Mayor and Burgesses,
paying a rent of 2s. for all services and worth 10s. Sir
George died the 9t of November last. Nicholas
Somers, Gent., his cousin and heir, aged 26 or more.
Lady Johanna his wife still living a Whitchurch.
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Lyme Regis 24 Apr 1554

Somers was born at Berne Farm in Lyme Regis, Dorset, in the southwest of
England, in April 1554. He was the third surviving son of John and Alice
Somer (or Somers). Very little is known about his early life, but by the time
he was in his mid-thirties, Somers seems to have been engaged in
privateering missions against Spanish shipping in the West Indies. In 1587
he used the booty earned on one such mission to purchase more than one
hundred acres of land near his birthplace; he called it Berne Manor.

Through the 1590s, his reputation as a competent sea captain grew

steadily. He was a senior officer in Sir AmyasPr est onés auda
the coast of South America in 1595, when English forces captured, sacked,
and burned San Jago de Leon, a Spanish town on the site of present-day
Caracas, Venezuela. The raid produced only a limited financial return, but
was described by one of Prestonds
Voyage of Captaine Amias Preston now knight, and Captaine George
Sommers to the West | ndRiéardHolduytdtim i
younger) published the account in an edition of his Principall Navigations,
Voiages and Discoveries of the English Nation.

In 1597, Somers took part in the Islands Voyage, in which an English fleet
led by Robert Devereux, second earl of Essex, and Sir Walter

Raleigh attacked the Portuguese-held Azores. Although the raid was
unsuccessful, Somers managed to capture a prize while sailing back to
Dartmouth. Later he was entrusted
best warships, including the Swiftsure and the Warspite. He captained the
former in a 1601 attack on a Spanish invasion fleet off Kinsale, in the south
of Ireland, and the latter in 1602, again at the Azores. According to Thomas
Fuller in his History of the Worthies of England ( 1 6 6 2 ) ,
on land, so patient that few could anger him: and (as if entering a ship he
assumed a new nature) a |lion at se
As Somersbds prestige in naval <circ
of his Berne Manor estate after his death included well-constructed beds,
embroidered Indian coverlets, silk damask cushions, and carpets of all kinds
and colors, among themgreatepf aceeodoTLl
1603, just prior to the coronation of James |, Somers was knighted in the
royal garden at Whitehall. The next year he was elected to Parliament from
Lyme Regis. And in 1606 he became
Probably early in the 1580s, Somers married Joan Heywood, the daughter
of Philip Heywood, a Lyme Regis farmer. Joan Somers died in 1618 and the
couple had no children.
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Omof Glood Hope as director of hospitals.
A several years he retired to England,
gerved in the home district, and then went as
staff physician to Jamaica. After two years
he returned to England in ill health, and on
recovery joined the arny in the Peninsula,
where the Marquis of Wellington in 1812
appointed him physician in chief to the
ed forces. On 18 Jaa. 1816 he was nomi-
nated e deputy medical inspector, and retired
on half pay. He died in London in 1824.
Somers was the author of : 1. ¢ Dissertatio
Physico-medica Inaugiralis de Sonis et
Auditu,’ Edinburgh, 1783, 8vo. 2. ‘Medical
Su, tions for the Trestment of Dysentery
and Fever among Trooyps in the Field,’ Lon-~
don, 18186, 8vo (publish:d ix both Letin and
English). :
[Munk's Coll. of Phys. ii. 419; Pantheon of
the Aga, 1895, ii. 418-19; Army T.in%]l' a

SOMERS or ST Sir GEORGE
(1664-1610), virtual discoverer of the Ber-
mudas, born at or near Lyme Regis, Dorset,
in 15564, was son of John Somers of that
town. e bore the same arms as those of
the family of John, lord Somers [q. v.], but
the exact connection has not been traced.
At an early age he toox to the sea. With
Sir Amyas Preston [q v.] he joined in a

buccaneering vo to the Spanish Main in
1595, and captured the town of St. Jago de
Leon, an exploit in which he displayed much

heroism, mers and his companions re-
turned to London in September (HAxruYT,
Poyages, 1600, iii. 578 seq.) Other di-
tione of a like kind occupied him in the follow-
ing years, He took part in the Island’svoya
83 the Azores) in the summer of 1597.
ming back in charge of a small ship, he
was separated from the main fleet in a storm
in the Bay of Biscay, and was given up for
lost. On 29 Oct. 15697 Sir Walter egh,
Lord Thomas Howard, and Charles Blount,
sixth lord Mountj;%y, the leaders of the expe-
dition, who arrived before him in safety at
Plymouth, wrote hastily to Issex, their col-
league and commander-in-chief: ¢ Wee have
this Saterday night receved the cumfortabell
newse of e Summers arivall, whose
letter we have here withall sent your lord-
sln;i%' (Evwarbs, Life of Ralegh, ii. 180-1).
In 1800 Somers again sniled—as captain of
the V: ard—rfor the Azores, on a vain
look-out for Spanish trezsure-ships (Moxsox,
. 196). In 1601 he was in command of the
Swiftsure at the attack on the Spanish flest
in the harbour of Kinsale (5. p. 197). In
September 1602 he set sail for a third time
for the Azores, now in command of the War-

spight. Eight other ships formed part of
tEeg editﬁ)n, which was in chu:rgep:f Sir
Richard Leveson.

On the voyage home a
carrack was seized off Lisbon 0(3‘3“ State
Papers, Dom. 1601-3, p. 161).

omers was lnighted at Whitehall on
28 July 1603 (Muroat¥s, Knights, p. 147),
and apparently remained quietly at his native
place for the next five or six years, Hewas
elected M.P. for Lyme Regis on 25 Feh.
1608-4, and in 1 he was mayor of the
town. A laudatory sonnet on Somers, b
Thomas Winter, is appended to the lattar
translation of Du Bartas’s ¢ Third Dayes
Creation ’ (1604). 2
In 1606 Somers wes one of the chief
movers in the formation of the London or
South Viginian Company for the coloni-
sation of Virginia. On 28 May 1609, when
James I granted the company anew cf_IWn
he was nominated admiral of the association.
He had 1tlhe re}.mtn,t.éo(xi\T of ‘aVn_m} of
skill in all passages’ (NBILL, Vir
pany, i. 53). At the same date o fleet of
nine vessels was formed under Somers’s con-
mand to_convey a_body of settlers to the
colony. Hiscompanions included Sir Thomas
Gates [q. v.], Lieutenant-genersl; Thomas
‘West, third lord Dela Warr, captain-generd;
and Captain Christopher Newport [q.v.]J'm“’
expedition sailed from Plymouth on 2 Jusé
Somers embarking with Gates and Newport
in the Sea Venture. After some eight
e hwiricane scattered the little fleet, and b
Sea Venture was wreeled, on 25 July, off the
rocky coast of some islands in mid-Atlantic
Thougjl; the identification has accasionally
been disputed by Spanish writers, thereseam:
no doubt that these islands were those th
had been sighted for the first time in 1516by
a Spanish seaman named Juan Bemmg::
whence they obtained the name of Berm Sl
They were not known to heve been inhab
by man, and Somers took possession of them
in the name of the king of England. They
have remained British possessions ever 5“;:’:;
At first they were known as Virginiols, o
afterwards they were called xndlﬁ'efenby
by their original name of Bermudas O al
that of Somers' or the Summer Islan
The latter designation at once com}n;’h‘;
rated their second discoverer and their
climate. :
_Somers and such of his companions 85 5““:
vived the shipwreck remained nwlyb‘ =
months on the islands. They were O
by hogs, which overran the islands, m?ml{
mysterious noises which they could fee 4
lain as the cries of spirits and ?xﬂﬂ
r contriving to build two smsll !

Somers and his companions set out 11 thes!

‘forVirginie on 10 May 1610. They arrived
st James Town on the 23rd. Somers stayed
only till 7 June, when he embarked on the
Jomes river, intending to return to Eng-
lend, But before he reached the open sea
he met his fellow-voyager, Thomas West,
third lord De la "'Warr, who induced him
‘o turn back with him to James Town.
On 10 June he cheerfully offered to revisit
thé Bermudas, in order to procure & supply
of fish and hogs for the wellnigh starving
ettloment in Virginia (Lorroy, i, 10-11).
Sir Somuel Argall [q. v.] joined him in a
second ship, but a storm soon separated
them, and Somers reached the Bermudas
tlone enrlfy in November, There he died on
the 8th of the month of a ‘surfeit of eatin

of o pig’ (Howss, Ckronicle, 1881). His
heart was buried in the lend on which the
town of St. George now stands, and a
wooden cross was placed above the spot
(W.F. Wintzaxs, Hist. and Statistical Ac-
count of the Bermudas, p. 16; Jouxw SwmiTw,

gl;ct.o Virginia, bk. iii, pp. 118-19). Mat-
W

mers, o nephew, who was with him,
bronght his body to England, where it was
buied with military honours in the church
8 Whitchurch ( Whitechurch Canonicorum)
 Dorset. A memorial brass was placed in
the church in 1908, and a replica in the ca-
Bledml church of the Bermu (The Times,
b7 July 1908). Somers’s property included,
tsides o house and lands (Berne Manor) at
itchurch and thres messuages in Lyme
o the manor of ¢ Upwey alias Waybay
ouse.” All his renl estatehe loft to Matthew
mers, though Nicholas Somers, o cousin,
Was stated to be heir-at-law, and Sir George
Wassurvived by his wife Joanna. Thewill was
troved by o brother John on 24 Nov. 1612.
litg Y, 2ccounts of Somers's shipwreck and
“ n the Bermudas were published by his
ong 2onions (see below). The narrative of
el of them, Silvester Jourdain [q. v.), is
un”’"&.i to have suggested to Shalespeare
Z ‘I“‘img of the ‘Tempest’ (cf. E. D, NBILL,
= "ty Settlement of Virginia and Virginiola,
m{a’h"‘d by Pocts and DPlayers, 1878).
Wt Somers left only three men in the
ot mudas when he started with his uncle's
a Juns for England. The three men found
dig“my of ambergris, and news of the
In levfry increased the repute of the islands.
o, .2 the Virginia Company sent repre-
o atives t0 re-examine them, end finally
the So:em- in 1615 to a new company, called
neph, ers’ Islands Company. Sir George's
W Matthew thereupon petitioned the
i r:stor compensation, asserting that his
of the . ere prejudiced by the formation
¢ hew company. His petition was

rejected as vexatious (NBILx, Virginia Com-~
pany of London, pp. b3 seq.)

A portrait of ers by Van Somer be-
longs to Miss Bellamy of Plymouth, a col-
lateral descendint. An ving from it
appeared in Lefroy’s “Historye of the Ber-
i:agn%t;es or Summer Islands” (Halduyt Soc.

82).

[A Discovery of the Bermudas, by Silvester
Jourdain [%v” 1610, reissned, with another
dedication, by W, O. in 1618 as A Plaine De-
seription; R, Rich’'s Lost Flock Triumphant,
1610; Strachey’s Redomption of Sir Thomns
Gates from the Islands of the Bermudas, in
Purchas his Pilgrimes, 1625, iv. 1733-42; Le-
froy's Memorials of the Bermudas and History
of the Bermudas (Hakluyt Soc.), 1882 ; Hutchin-

8 | son’s Dorset, ii. 268 ; Roberts’s Hist. and Anti-

uities of Lyme Regis, 1834, pp. 264-71; Le-
ginﬂl’s Naval Hist. i. 301, ii. 423, 480; Sir
William Monson's Naval Tracts; Notes and
Queries, 7th ser. x. 39 ; Doyle’s English Colonies
in Amerien; Brown's Genesis of the United
States; cp. arts, GATes, St TuoMAS ; JOURDAIN,
SizvesTen ; and NEWPORT, Cmmrn:nné]

SOMERS or SOMMERS, JOHN, Lorp
Souxnrs (1651-1718), lord chancellor of En,
land, came of a family belonﬁiun to the ra.|$
of small landed gentry, which seated at
Clifton, Severn Stoke, Worcestershire, and
appears to have early conformed, as it after-
wards steadfastly adhered, to the reformed
faith. Tts consequence was enhanced to-
wards the end of the sixteenth century by
the acquisition of the dissolved nunuery of
‘Whiteladies, Claines, near Worcester, which
Richard Somers or Sommers, as the name
wus popularly spelt, gmndfatfxer of the lord
chancellor, settled on his dn;lghter Mary
upon her marrisge with Richard Blurdon, a
Vgorcester clothier. - The lord chancellor’s
father, John Somers, an attorney, fought on
the side of the parliament during the civil
war, throvein his profession on therestoration
of tranquillity, inherited the Clifton estate,
and, dying in January 1680-1, was buried
in Severn Stoks church, where his widow
(Catherine, youngest danghter of John Se-
verne of Powyclk, Worcestershire) was also
interred on 16 March 1709-10. Besides his
son John he left two daughters: (1) Mary,
born 1653, married Charles Coclts, M. P, for
‘Worcester 1694-5, and afterwards for Droit-
wich, whose son-in-law was Philip Yorke
(Lord-chancellor Hardwicke) [q. v.], and
whose grandsonSir Charles Cocks, bart., was
created, 17 May 1784, Baron Somers of Eves-
ham; (2) Elizabeth, born 1655, married Sir
Joseph Jekyll [g. v.), master of the rolls.

John Somers, the future chancellor, who
was born at Whiteladies, Claines, near Wor-



Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

Somersodés career really took
Heywood. He was 28. She was just 19 but brought ownership
of three houses in Lyme into the marriage as her dowry.
Rental income and his continued commercial success enabled
the couple to buy Berne Manor, a 200-acre estate near
Whitchurch Canonicorum, and Orchard House, another 100-
acre farm nearby, for the substantial sum of £600. In 1588,
Somers coordinated Lyme
Spani sh Armada approached Eng¢(
three ships to join the epic sea battle that raged off the coast
from his town and watched with relief as the English side
prevailed.
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Upwey. Raynold Keate of Cheselborne, gent, sold to George Somers of
Berne, gent, and his heirs, all Keate's right and title to the manor of
Upwey als Waybay howsse with appurtenances formerly the inheritance
of Hugh Keate, the father of Raynold.

82 after nhe_marri ed
Upwey Court of Wards and Liveries. Copy of a case

brought by Sir Walter Pyne, attorney, on behalf of his
Majesty's ward, Elizabeth Somers, by the petition of
Richard Roope, esq, and Thomas Rich, gent, (pets.)
against Thomas Hayne, esq., and Edward Hayne, gent

(dpfs-} sBapigggthat Maigew Semers, dhg igtherdd | s

nEdzabgth, was ewner of thg maner gf pJpweyoalias

Wayby house consisting of one messuage, one garden,
200 acres of land, 23 acres of meadow, 300 acres of
pasture, 20 acres of wood, 50 acres of furze and heath
with appurtenances in Upwey. On August 1625, the
lands descended to Elizabeth, his only child, aged 12yrs
3mths, by an inquisition held at Sherborne dated 19 Jan
1626. The rents were due to his Majesty during her
minority. Mentions a deed dated 17 Jan 1616 whereby
Mathew and Nicholas Somers leased the property to
Christopher Mainwaring and others. Mainwaring and
others granted the property to Richard Henning,
Thomas Hayne and Robert Napper on 16 Mar 1621 for
the use of Mathew Somers and his wife, Dorothy. It was
claimed these deeds were unexecuted and if any were
signed it was after 'a pot of ale' so his mind was not
alert. When Mathew died, Thomas Hayne claimed the
rents. The court decided that Elizabeth was entitled to
the manor. Hilary Term 1630.
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Englishman Admiral Sir George Somers, was born in 1554 in Lyme Regis, Dorset,
England, in a house on Broad Street. Lyme Regis was an-already historic town in

Dorset, England. It was also, because of Somers, from where Bermuda's History began.

He was one of the sons, the fourth of five, of John Somers a merchant and farm owner,
of Berne Farm, situated between the Marshwood Vale village of Whitchurch
Canonicorum and the main road at Charmouth. Berne Farm was the long-established
Somers family home. Walter Raleigh, two
boyhood friend. As Lyme Regis was conveniently situated for trade with France and
Spain, complete with a unique artificial breakwater called The Cobb to shelter local
shipping, Somers apparently went to sea as a boy in the early 1560s and soon became
a competent mariner. He seems to have spent his early maritime career trading rather
than raiding, since his name does not appear in contemporary privateering accounts.
In 1582, Somersébés career prospects i
28, to Joan Heywood, then just 19. She brought ownership of three houses in Lyme
Regis into the marriage as her dowry. Rental income and his continued commercial
success enabled the couple to buy Berne Manor, a 200-acre estate near Whitchurch
Canonicorum, and Orchard House, another 100-acre farm nearby, for the-then
substantial sum of £600.

I n 1588, Somers coordinated Lyme
approached Englandés coast He sent out
raged off the coast from his town and watched with relief as the English side prevailed.
After 1588, he joined Sir Francis
took many prizes while cruising in Azorean waters. He used his share of the £8,000 in
prize money to purchase Waybay House, a 1,000-acre manor near Weymouth. In 1590,
after both his father and brother died, Somers became head of the family shipping
business and the guardian of his two nephews, Nicholas and Matthew.

mpr o
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Somers is essentially a Dorset worthy. He was M.P. for Lyme Regis in 1603-4, and
Mayor of that town in 1605. His heart was buried in the Bermudas, but his nephew
Matthew Somers brought his body home, and the entry of its burial is clearly recorded
in the Whitechurch registers. In all pro- bability he was interred below the chantry
which belonged to his manor house of Bearne or Berne, and is now used as a vestry. A
great portion of Somers' s abode is still in existence, although the front is modern- ized.
Besides the Whitechurch property, he left three messuages in Lyme Regis and the
manor of Upwey, " alias Waybay House." His estate was bequeathed to Matthew
Somers, although a cousin Nicholas Somers was stated heir-at-law. There are portraits
of Somers and his wife in existence, painted by Vansomer.

vV e

net to him in 1604 ; M. P. for Lyme
Regis in Dorsetshire, March 19, 1604,
to February, 1610, when his seat was
declared vacant, on account of his
absence in Virginia; June, 1609, sailed
for Virginia ; July 28, wrecked on the
Bermudas or Somers Islands; May
10, 1610, sailed from there for Virginia;
May 23 arrived in Va. ; June 7, aban-
doning the colony, was met by Lord
De la Warr, and turned back; June
19 sailed for the Bermudas to obtain
a supply of pork for Virginia. Was
carried by the current to our New
England coast ; but finally reached the
Somers Islands, and died there No-
vember 9, 1610, “of a surfeit in eat-
ing of a pig.” His heart was buried in
the island, and “his cedar ship at
last with his dead body arrived at
Whitchurch in Dorsetshire, where b
his friends he was honourably buried,
with many vollies of shot, and the rites
of a souldier, and upon his tombe was
bestowed this epitaph: —

4 ¢ Alas Virginia's Summer 80 soone past,
Autumne succeeds and stormy winter's blast,
Yet England’s joyfull Spring with joyfull show-

o ?l:r:x:h, shall bring thy sweetest Flowers.'”
His remains reached England after
February 28, 1611, probably about
July 26, 1611, on which day the inquest
was held.

“From the Record Office, London.
Inquisitio post mortem. Inquest taken
at Dorchester, July 26 (9th James)
before George Estmont, gent., es-
cheator of the King :— Sir George
Somers, Knight, was seized before his
death in demesne & in fee of the
Manor of Upwey alias Waybay House,
with its members and appurtenances,
in Co. Dorset, &c. &e. Of one Mes-
suage or Mansion house, ecalled the
manor of Orchard, in the parish of
Whitechurche [canonicornm] Dorset,
&e. &e. Of a Capital Messnage or
Mansion house and farm of the Manor
of Berne [in Whitechurch] Dorset, &e.
&e. Ofa capital messuage or tenement
in Marsh wood [in Whitechurch] Dor-
set, &c. &e. Of three messuages in
Lyme Regis, held by Sir George So-
mers and Johanna his wife of the
Mayor & Burgesses of Lyme Regis.”

Extract from Sir George Somer’s
will: “I, the said Geo. Somers do

or farm called Waybay House in the
{frish of Upwaye, all lands &e. called

rcherd in the parish of Whitechureh,
a messuage or tenement called Har-
per’s tenement, in the parish of Mersh-
wood and the ground or common at
the hill, purchased from Richard Mal-
lack gent, adjoining other lands called
Berne in the parish of Whitechurch,
and all other lands not bequeath, to
Mathew Somers and his heirs fore
ever.”

“Sir Geo. Somers died 9th of No-
vember last. Nicholas Somers, gent,
his cousin and heir. Lady Johanna
his wife is still living at White-
church.”

This document is headed “ Libat fuit
in Cur. zziiij die Novr. anno R. Jacobi,
Anglie &c decimo, p. manus Rici War-
man.” I suppose Libat stands for Li-
beratum, i. e., “ It was delivered in court
24 Nov. in the 10th year of James, §c.
(1612) by the hands of Richard War-
man.”

It will be noted that Matthew not
Nicholas is mentioned in the extract
from the will incorporated in the in-
quisition, and that the enrollment of
the document was delayed from July,
1611, to November 24, 1612. There
was probably a dispute over the will
between Nicholas, the heir-at-law, and
Matthew Somers, who was with Sir
George when he died, and he may have
been accused of using some illegal
means to obtain a will in bis favor.

Bomers, Master (Matthew). He
arrived in England, as before said,
with the body of Sir George Somers,
in 1611, In 1622 he has a dispute
with the Va. and S. I. companies, re-
garding the estate of Sir George So-
mers, (See Neill's “ Va. Co. of Lon-
don,” pp. 55-61.)

Somerset, Barl of. — Robert Carr.

Bomerset, Edward, Earl of
‘Worcester. Fourth Earl, succeeded
his father William, third Earl, on
Febrnary 21,1589; N. W.P. Co,, 1612;
died March 3, 1628 ; married Eliza-
beth, daughter of Francis, Earl of

The Genesis of the United StatesGoogle Books
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SOMERS, Sir George (1554-1610), of Berne, Whitchurch
Canonicorum, Dorset

Published in The History of Parliament: the House of Commons 16041629, ed. Andrew Thrush and John P.

Ferris, 2010
Available from

Constituency Dates
LYME REGIS 1604 - 10 Feb. 1610

Family and Education

bap. 24 Apr. 1554, 3rd s. of John Somers, mercer, of Lyme Regis, Dorset and his w.
Alice. m. by 1583, Joan (bur. 16 Dec. 1617), da. of Philip Heywood, yeoman, of Lyme
Regis, 5.p. kntd. 23 July 1603.2 d. 9 Nov. 1610.° sig. George Somers.

Offices Held
Capt. RN 1597-1602; adm. Virg. 1609-d.*

Freeman, Lyme Regis 1598,5 capt. militia ft. 1598,6 mayor 1604-5;7 j.p. Dorset by
1608-d.*

Member, Virg. Co. 1606-d.°

Biography

The youngest son of a Lyme Regis merchant, Somers went to sea and amassed a
considerable fortune as a privateer, most of which he invested in property, including
tenements in his birthplace. He leased Berne farm, three miles from Lyme, in 1587, and
two years later captured two Spanish prizes worth £8,000, enabling himself to buy the
Dorset manor of Upwey. He was again at sea regularly from 1595 to 1602, undertaking
a voyage to the West Indies in 1596-7 and subsequently commanding several of the
queen’s ships.10 According to Fuller, he was ‘a lamb on the land, so patient that few
could anger him’, but a lion at sea, so passionate that few could please him”.11

Elected to represent Lyme Regis in the 1604-10 Parliament, Somers achieved rather
more prominence in the Commens than his low tally of ten committee appointments
might suggest. In the opening session he was among those ordered to consider bills to
prevent the export of ordnance, and to reform abuses relating to impressed sailors (12
Apr. and 29 June).12 A few months later he was assessed for a Privy Seal loan at £30.13

When the 1605-6 session opened he was named to the prestigious committee for
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might suggest. In the opening session he was among those ordered to consider bills to
prevent the export of ordnance, and to reform abuses relating to impressed sailors (12
Apr. and 29 June).12 A few months later he was assessed for a Privy Seal loan at £30.13
When the 1605-6 session opened he was named to the prestigious committee for
privileges and returns, which perhaps implies that he was already well known in the
House. On 5 Nov. he moved on behalf of his constituency for an inquiry into the
incorporation of the Spanish Company, and was subsequently appointed to the
investigative committee. He was also the first Member appointed to consider the repeal
of legislation restricting the sale of wine, perhaps acting in the interest of his colleague
John Hassard*, who held a wine licence at Bridport (8 April).1# In the third session he
was confirmed as a member of the privileges committee, in which capacity he was
instructed to help devise more comfortable arrangements for the holding of conferences
with the Lords, and he was also reqguired to peruse the Journal for references to the
Commeons’ privileges (12 Mar. and 19 June 1607). He was added on 21 Nov. 1606 to the
committee for the bill to confirm grants to corporations. In the absence of the Speaker
on 23 Mar. 1607, he was among those ordered to examine precedents that might show
how the Commons could proceed with its business.15

One of the chief promoters of the Virginia Company, Somers was appointed in 1609 to
lead a fresh expedition to North America, and mortgaged Upwey to help finance the
voyage. The fleet set sail from Plymouth in June, but was wrecked a month later in the
Bermuda Islands.l® When Parliament resumed in 1610, Lyme Regis corporation
petitioned for Somers’ seat to be declared vacant, on the grounds that it was unclear
when he might return to England. Despite some doubts being raised about the
appropriateness of this request, the Commons agreed on 14 Feb. to call a fresh
election.17

In May that year Somers finally reached Virginia, but then returned to the Bermudas to
gather supplies. He died there in the following November, reportedly “of a surfeit in
eating of a pig". His body was brought back to England by Matthew Somers, his nephew
and heir, and buried at Whitchurch Canonicorum in July 1611. Under the terms of
Somers’ will, made on 23 Apr. 1609, his widow received a life-interest in the Berne
estate, and a jointure of £150 p.a. Somers also left £400 in total to three nephews and a
niece, and £30 to the poor of Whitchurch and Lyme. An inventory taken in 1611 shows
that the house at Berne was comfortably furnished, its contents including a “fair Indian
coverlet embroidered with gold and silk, and ‘one fair Turkey carpet of great price’18
When the Bermuda Company was formed in the following year, the colony was renamed
the Somer Islands, ‘as well in respect of the continual temperate air, as in remembrance
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Somers’ will, made on 23 Apr. 1609, his widow received a life-interest in the Berne
estate, and a jointure of £150 p.a. Somers also left £400 in total to three nephews and a
niece, and £30 to the poor of Whitchurch and Lyme. An inventory taken in 1611 shows
that the house at Berne was comfortably furnished, its contents including a ‘fair Indian
coverlet embroidered with gold and silk), and "one fair Turkey carpet of great price’.18
When the Bermuda Company was formed in the following year, the colony was renamed
the Somer Islands, ‘as well in respect of the continual temperate air, as in remembrance
of Sir George Somers that died there, though this conceit proved to be short-lived. No
other members of this family entered Parliament. 1%
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