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This is the story of two Manor Houseôs and their families whose story begins with the records held in the pages of the Domesday 

Book of 1085. Both still exist today, although in a much reduced and altered shape. The first of these is Berne Manor, which can

be found at the end of a track off the bottom of Berne Lane, which forks off the A35 towards Bridport. The site today is occupied 

by a farmhouse, which was built on the original site after the earlier building was partly destroyed by lightning in 1926. The 

second is Abbots Wootton Manor, which occupies a mid way site on the road linking Wootton Fitzpaine and Whitchurch 

Canonicorum. Again, the earlier building has gone  and replaced by Lower Wootton Farmhouse which was built in 1858 in a 

similar style. They were linked in a number of ways over the centuries. The main one being that their owners would worship at 

the ancient church in Whitchurch Canonicorum, which still has a number of fine memorials and tombs relating to them. Although 

both Manors were owned by many important families over their long history. Each were associated with specific families. In the 

case of Abbots Wootton it was Alexander Every who bought it in 1585 and was finally sold in 1768 by a descendant to Joseph, 

Lord Milton. It was Anthony Floyer who similarly bought Berne Manor in 1616 and it again stayed with the family until being sold 

in 1799 to Richard Knight.

The link between the two Manors goes back to a decision made by Sir Robert Spencer to sell the freehold of Berne Manor, 

which he has inherited from his mother, Mary Catlyn, to Sir George Somers for £600 in 1598 . He retained the Manorial rights 

which his son, Sir John Spencer later sold to Anthony Flower in 1616 who had just bought Abbots Wootton Manor. As a result, 

the title of Lord of the Manor of Berne and its benefits would be forever separated. Both the Every and Floyer family would 

flourish and in time would move away. They would still retain their Manors and lease them to tenants until their eventual sale.

The story of the two Manors is also that of their Estates, whose lands and tenants have been well recorded over the centuries. 

Abbots Wootton consisted of ever 4,000 acres of land which remained as a whole until it was split up and auctioned in 1809. 

Berne Manor was just 200 acres, although there was an additional 100 acres known as Norchard in the neighbouring Stanton 

St. Gabriel that seems to have always formed part of it. Both families had other properties and would have been the two most 

important in Whitchurch Canonicorum. This is clearly shown in the Hearth Tax returns of 1664. These show Martha, the widow of 

William Every living at Abbotts Wootton Manor with 7 hearths and Anthony Floyer of Berne Manor also with 7 hearths. We are 

fortunate that a print of Abbots Wootton was commissioned by Lord Milton in 1764 after his purchase and appeared soon after in 

Hutchins History of Dorset. No doubt both houses were of similar Tudor styles. Although no early image has been found of Berne 

Manor, a later photo of 1904, before the fire shows it with a Georgian front, which would have been commissioned by Richard 

Knight after his purchase in 1799. A photograph of the rear is more revealing of the earlier Tudor building with its mullioned 

windows. Both manors provide fascinating stories of their owners over a 1000 years, which I have separated into two respective 

parts. The first covering Berne Manor and the second that of Abbots Wootton Manor.

Berne originally formed a hamlet in the larger hundred of Whitchurch Canonicorum. Hutchin`s history of Dorset first published in 

1764 provides a brief history of it. He writes that in 1347, Galfide de Atte Berne held on eighth fee here in Whitchurch hundred. In 

1461 that William Bonvil held it and ten years later his wife, Lady Harrington died seized of it. In 1485 it came into the hands of 

King Ruchard III on the attainder of Thomas, Marquis of Dorset for high treason. In 1568 the Manor of Berne and Morcombelake 

together with Norchard in Stanton St. Gabriel were granted to Robert Catlin, sergeant at law and his wife Anne for £760 with a 
value of £30 a year. He died seized of it in 1577. By 1583, Mary, wife of John Spencer and heir of Robert Catlin held the Manor. 
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In 1601 Mary, late wife of Sur John Spencer sold Berne and Morcombelake to Sir Robert Spencer of Oldthrop in Northamptonshire. This 

information provided a framework to gather more information about the Manor.

There is no specific reference to Berne Manor in the Domesday Book. It would have come under the hundred of Whitchurch Caninicorum. 

There is a gap until the 13th century when Walter de La Berne is shown as a witness on a number of documents. The Cartulary now held at 

Forde Abbey records his name a number of times between 1240 and 1286. It was in the latter year that his son granted land in Charmouth to 

the Abbot of Forde. again in 1297 there is confirmation of the 80 acres to the Abbey. When in 1295 Charmouth is designated a Borough by 

the Abbot, it is William de La Berne who is a witness to the document. In 1318 amongst the deeds to Bridport held in the Dorset Record 

Office is one that refers to a tenement with curtilage called La Berne (DC-BTB/S/68. It is Geoffrey De La Berne who in 1337 and 1364 

appears as witness to some of the Forde Abbey Deeds. In 1371 Robert de La Berne is in a dispute with his neighbour, Sir John de Chideock 

over some lands.

We have to turn to Hutchins History of Dorset to continue the story of the descent of Berne Manor. In 1442 it comes into the ownership of 

William Bonville, who at that time is living in nearby Shute Manor, near Axminster. In 1472, his wife, Elizabeth Lady Harrington dies, seized 

of it. In 1485 the Manor comes into the Kings hands on the attainder of Thomas Marquis of Dorset for High Treason.

In 1559, this Manor of Berne and Morcombelake, possessions of Henry Duke of Suffolk together with lands in Norchard, the site of the 

Manor and Lands of Marshwood Vale, 7 closes called Case Mills were granted to Robert Caitlin, sergeant at law and Anne his wife and their 

heirs for 31 years purchased for £760. He died seized of it in 1577. His daughter, Mary who was the wife of John Spencer held the Premises 

in 1583.

In 1587 George Somers paid £600 for Berne Manor and 200 acres of land as well as Norchard at nearby Stanton St. Gabrielôs with 100 

acres. In 1610 he dies aged 60 in Bermuda and is buried at Whitchurch. He leaves his estate to hi wife and nephew, Matthew Somers. They 

sell it to Anthony Floyer in 1616 whose family live nearby at Stanton St. Gabriel

In the Chancery Suit Henley v. Templeman,' dated 1760, the plaintiff states that the manors of Berne and Morecombe had been 

successively in possession of John Henley of Abbots Wootton, Esq. who died in 1732,, and of Robert Henley of Abbots Wootton (brother of 

the said John), who died without issue in 1758.Robert Henley's debts exceeded the value of his personalty and much of his real estate was 

mortgaged. The manors were entailed on John's sons Robert, Peter, and Phocion. Hutchins describes how the manors passed to the 

Spencers. When, in I587, Sir John Spencer leased the farm of Berne to George (afterwards Sir George) Somers no copyholds were included 

in the conveyance, the deed describing the land as late in tenure of John Hodder, and when in 1598,Spencer sold the fee simple of the farm 

to Somers, the former retained the manorial rights.  The Spencers held the manors in 1602 and 1604 (see Recoveries), but later, as has 

been stated, they passed to the Everys.

On the death of John Every in I679 the manors of Berne and Morcombelake became the property of his sister and coheiress Barbara, wife of 

Sir Robert Henley of the Grange,Hants, and descended to her sons, the above-mentioned John and Robert.  

By deed (enrolled in Common Pleas), dated 28 June, 36 Henry VIII |I544 Henry Marquess of Dorset sold to William Gray of London, 

gentleman, for 518. 3s. 4d. " all that his manor or lordship of Barne otherwise called Berne with the appurtenances in Berne in the County of 

Dorsett," and all other hereditaments in the said parish of Berne or elsewhere in Dorset, reputed to be parcel of the manor. The Marquess 

guarantees the manor and lands to be of the clear yearly value of £25. 18s. 2d., over and above all reprises.

In the Chancery Suit Every v. Putt,' dated 1663, it is deposed that William Every of Cothay, Somerset, Esq., had died seized of the manors of 

Barne or Berne and Morcamlake. William Every's will was proved in 1651.



Hutchins History of Dorset (1863 Edition) The history of Berne Manor.



Anciently a manor, and member of Whitchurch Canonicorum.

1346. Galfride de Atte Berne held one-eighth of a fee here in 

Whitchurch hundred.

1460. William Bonville held it. 

1472. Elizabeth Lady Harrington, wife of William Bonville,

died seized of it.

1485. this manor came into the King's hands, on the 

attainder of Thomas Marquis of Dorset for high treason. 

15 July 1559, this manor of Barne, alias Berne, and 

Morcombelake, parcel of the possessions of Henry Duke of 

Suffolk attainted, together with lands in Orchard, with free 

warren on all the said manors and lands, and all royalties; the 

site of the manor and demesne lands of Marshwood Vale ; 

seven closes called Case Mills, containing 80 a. parcel of the 

same, were granted to Robert Catlin, serjeant-at-law, and 

Anne his wife, and their heirs, for 31 years, purchased for 

£760. 8s. 4d. value £30. 8s. 4d. He died seized of it in 1577. 

1583. Mary, wife of John Spencer, sole heir of Robert 

Catlyn, knt. held the premises mentioned in the grant

20 Oct.1601 licence was granted to Edward Glascothe of 

Gray's Inn, Middlesex, esq. and Dame Mary his wife, late wife 

of Sir John Spencer, knt. to sell to Sir Robert Spencer, knt. of 

Oldthrop, co. Northampton, all those manors of Berne, alias 

Barne, and Morcomblake, with all their appurtenances as 

described above, held of the Queen in capite, with free 

warren, and all franchises and emoluments. 

In Mr. Coker's time the mansion house of Berne was late the 

dwelling of Sir George Summers, who was probably born 

here, or at Lyme, and was a famous seaman. He commanded 

in several naval expeditions in l595, 1600, 1601, 1602, and

was  knighted in 1604, being then 

styled of Boxolm. In the latter part of this year, and the 

beginning of 1605, he served the office of mayor of Lyme 

Regis, which circumstance de-notes that he was then an 

inhabitant, if not a native, of that place, as at that period the 

whole corporate body, in compliance with the charter of 

Queen Elizabeth, a. r. 33, consisted entirely of residents. In 

1606, the King granted a patent to him, Thomas Hannam, 

esq. &o. to send a colony, and make a plantation at Virginia. 

In 1609, Summers, with Sir Thomas Gates and Captain 

New-port, were appointed deputy governors of Virginia by 

Lord Delawarr, the governor. wrecked at the Bermudas or 

Summers Islands, first discovered 1591, and then 

uninhabited. They took possession of them for the crown of 

England,and these islands had their name from him at his 

return home. Virginia, and sent back by Lord Delawarr to 

Bermudas, where he died the same year, aged 60. His body 

was brought over, and interred at Whitchurch His arms 

were, Vert, a fesse dancette ermine. They were In 1610 he 

was made Admiral of His arms were, Vert, a fesse dancette 

In 1831 this farm was purchased of the executors of 

Richard Knight, esq. by the Rev. Thomas Hodges of. 

Charmouth, who afterwards settled it, together with another 

estate in Stanton St. Gabriel's called Norchard, on his only 

surviving child Elizabeth, on her marriage with the late 

Rev. Thomas Bennett Edwards, vicar of St. Stephenôs by 

Saltash, Cornwall. 

The farm of Berne belonged to the Floyers of Devon for 

several descents, some of whom resided here, and had their 

place of burial in the south aisle of the parish church. to the 

Rev. William Floyer, vicar of Stinsford. . It afterwards came 

to Rev. William Floyer, Vicar of Stinsford. 

Hutchins History of  Dorset - Berne Manor in Dorset



A History of Berne Manor in Dorset



There is no specific reference to Berne Manor in the Domesday Book. It would have come under the hundred of Whitchurch 
Caninicorum. There is a gap until the 13th century when Walter de La Berne is shown as a witness on a number of documents. 
The Cartulary now held at Forde Abbey records his name a number of times between 1240 and 1286. It was in the latter year 
that his son granted land in Charmouth to the Abbot of Forde. again in 1297 there is confirmation of the 80 acres to the Abbey. 
When in 1295 Charmouth is designated a Borough by the Abbot, it is William de La Berne who is a witness to the document. In 
1318 amongst the deeds to Bridport held in the Dorset Record Office is one that refers to a tenement with curtilage called La 
Berne (DC-BTB/S/68. It is Geoffrey De La Berne who in 1337 and 1364 appears as witness to some of the Forde Abbey Deeds. 
In 1371 Robert de La Berne is in a dispute with his neighbour, Sir John de Chideock over some lands.
We have to turn to Hutchins History of Dorset to continue the story of the descent of Berne Manor. In 1442 it comes into the 
ownership of William Bonville, who at that time is living in nearby Shute Manor, near Axminster. In 1472, his wife, Elizabeth 
Lady Harrington dies, seized of it. In 1485 the Manor comes into the Kings hands on the attainder of Thomas Marquis of Dorset 
for High Treason.
In 1559, this Manor of Berne and Morcombelake, possessions of Henry Duke of Suffolk together with lands in Norchard, the 
site of the Manor and Lands of Marshwood Vale, 7 closes called Case Mills were granted to Robert Caitlin, sergeant at law and 
Anne his wife and their heirs for 31 years purchased for £760. He died seized of it in 1577. His daughter, Mary who was the wife 
of John Spencer held the Premises in 1583.
In 1587 George Somers paid £600 for Berne Manor and 200 acres of land as well as Norchard ċƣШŰĲċƖĤǃШÉƣċŰƣŸŰШÉƣЮШ]ċĤƖŔĲũќƚШ
with 100 acres. In 1610 he dies aged 60 in Bermuda and is buried at Whitchurch. He leaves his estate to hi wife and nephew, 
Matthew Somers. They sell it to Anthony Floyer in 1616 whose family live nearby at Stanton St. Gabriel

Introduction to the History of Berne Manor in Dorset

Report and Transactions of the Devonshire Association Floyer

Berne Fm :: Survey of English Place-Names

Berne Fm (SY 388944),BerneFarm 1769DCMMap , La Berne1281 Ipm , 1340Ilch , 1376 FF, 
1422Ct , terr 'Ɏiuxta l ' Berne1327 (15) Poul , LeBernes1431 FA, Berne1462 Pat et passim , (manerium de ) Barne 1488 
Ipm , 1558Val , Barne alias BerneHutch3, Bern 1795 Boswell, cf. also William atte Berne1280 FF, 1318HarlCh , 
William de la Berna 13 (15) Forde , William de la Berene1291 Pat, William de la Barne c.1300 (15) Poul , 
William de la Berne1304AD , Geoffrey de la Barne 1327 SR, Geoffrey atte Berne1332 SRet freq to 1364 Weld 2, 
Geoffrey de (la ) Berne1338HarlCh , 1340Ilch , 'the barn or storehouse for barley and other grain', from bere -ærn , with 
ME atte 'at the' in the surname forms.

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Report_and_Transactions_of_the_Devonshir/eUcPAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=john+Floyer+of+%22Upwey%22&pg=PA520&printsec=frontcover
https://epns.nottingham.ac.uk/browse/Dorset/Whitchurch+Canonicorum/53285299b47fc4099d0025f5-Berne+Fm


[f 30]

64Royal letters patent giving licence to the a. and c. of Forde for the appropriation in mortmain to them and their Successors for ever of 80 acres in 

Charmoth (Cernemue) given to them by William de la Berne, deceased, who held it of them. 11 September 1291 Dated : Amesbury (Ambresbury) 11 

September 19 Edward I.

55 D inus and confirmation by Geoffrey de Mandeville (Mandavilla), lord c. 1240  of the manor of Marshwood (Mershwode) and the hundred of 

Whitchurch (Whitchurche) of 53 and 54. witnesses: Ives de Rocheford, Adam de Wootton (Wodeton), knights, Ives de Pilsdon (Pillesdon). Walter de la 

Berne, William Welsh (le Walleys), Gilbert de Anstey (Anestie), Bartholomew de la Mer, Roger de Shaw (la Shawe), Stephen Pain (Paynô).  Geoffrey de 

Mandeville (III) was son of Robert. He succeeded his father c.died in 1269: I.J. Sanders, English Baronies, 64. A marginal note 1231 and states that this 

charter was shown to the council of Queen Elizabeth in the

Michaelmas Term 12 Henry VII (1496) for the discharge of homage, relief and

41 Grant by Richard de Chard (Cerda), clerk, to the a. and c. of Forde of all his right in a croft, together with the houses he has built thereon, in the vill of 

Charmouth (Cernemuth) which he holds of the monks and which John Cetus,called the clerk, held in villeinage before him. Witnesses: William de la 

Berne, Richard Pain (Paganus), Roger de la Yard (Herde) [recte Yerde], William de la Grove, Robert de Hall (Aula).

60  before 1291  Grant in free alms by William de la Berne (Bern), son of Geoffrey de la Berne, to the a. and c. of Forde as 58.  Witnesses : Robert de 

Wootton (Wodeton'), Ralph de Rocheford, knights, William de Clavile, Nicholas Beysin, Robert de Cotley (Cutteheie), RichardPain (Payn), William de 

Catelebruge (Cadelburg). 

(339) WESTBROOK HOUSE (Plate I8), m. S.E. of the church, is of two storeys with stone walls and a

slate-covered roof. According to Hutchins (I, 845) the house was built c. I620 by Sir Thomas Freke; it was partially demolished c. I730 by William Freke 

and considerably rebuilt in the mid I8th century by William Floyer. 

Berne Farm 1769DCMMap , La Berne 1281 Ipm,

1340Ilch , 1376 FF, 

1422Ct , terr'éiuxta l ' Berne 1327 

(15) Poul , Le Bernes 1431 FA, Berne 1462 

Pat et passim , (manerium de ) Barne 1488 Ipm, 

1558Val , Barne alias Berne Hutch3, Bern 1795 

Boswell, cf. also William atte Berne 1280 FF, 

1318HarlCh , William de la Berna 13 (15) Forde , 

William de la Berene 1291 Pat, 

William de la Barne c.1300 (15) Poul , 

William de la Berne 1304AD , 

Geoffrey de la Barne 1327 SR, 

Geoffrey atte Berne 1332 SRet freq to 1364Weld 2, 

Geoffrey de (la ) Berne 1338HarlCh , 1340Ilch , 'the 

barn or storehouse for barley and other grain', 

from bere-ærn, with ME atte 'at the' in the 

surname forms.

Robert, Count of Mortain, rebelled against King William 

Rufus, the younger son of William the Conqueror and 

successor to the English throne, and his 

lands escheated to the crown.[6] These lands 

subsequently were split off to form several 
separate feudal baronies.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rufus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rufus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escheat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upcott,_Cheriton_Fitzpaine#cite_note-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_feudal_barony


Early references to Berne Manor

When Cecily Bonville 7th Baroness Harington was born on 30 June 1460, in 

Shute, Devon, England, her father, William Bonville 6th Lord Harington, was 19 

and her mother, Katherine de Neville, was 18. She married Sir Thomas Grey 1st 

Marquess of Dorset on 18 July 1474, in Groby, Leicestershire, England. They 

were the parents of at least 5 sons and 7 daughters. She died on 22 May 1529, 

in Astley, Warwickshire, England, United Kingdom, at the age of 68, and was 

buried in Astley, Warwickshire, England, United Kingdom.

1576 Grantor: John Spencer, son and heir-apparent of Sir John Spencer, of 

Althorp, Northants, knight, and Mary his wife, daughter and heir of Sir Robert 

Catelyn, knight, late Lord Chief Justice, deceased. Grantee: Paul Pope, of 

London scrivener. Place or Subject: Manors of Berne (Barne, Berne) and 

Morecombelake [both in Whitchurch Canonicorum] and site and capital 

messuage of manor of Marshwood Vale other lands in the same and in [East or 

West] Orchard; all late of Henry [Grey], Duke of Suffolk



Thomas Grey 1st Marquis of 
Dorset

1455 ï 1501

(2) Cecily, Lady Harrington born 
in Shute, near Axminster

1460 - 1530

(1) Sir John Grey. Groby, Leicester 
killed in battle of st. Albans 

1431 ï 1461 

Elizabeth Woodville married 
(2) King Edward IV

1437 - 1492

William 6 th Baron 
Bonville

Chewton, Somerset
1442 - 1483

Elizabeth, Baroness 

Harrington. Married at 

Shute in 1441 

1423 ï 1458

The Bonville family ownership of Berne Manor from

Grey 2rd Marquis of Dorset

Died 1530

.

Henry Grey 3rd  Marquis of 
Dorset

Executed in 1554

.

Lady Jane Grey

(Sir Edward Grey 

1415 - 1457

ElizabethFerrier  of Groby
1419 ï 1483

(1) Anne de 
Holland .

Sir William Harrington. 5 th 
Lord Harrington

1394 - 1458

Lady Margaret 
Somerset Hill 
1387 - 1458

(2) Henry Stafford. 
1st Earl of Wiltshire

William 1 st  Baron Bonville
Chewton, Somerset

1392 ï 1461 

Margaret Grey

1397 ï 1427



Lady Cecily, 7th Baroness Harrington and Dorset Bonville was born on 

30 June 1460 in Shute, Devon, her father, William, was 18, and her 

mother, Lady, was 25. She married Thomas Grey in Temple Hirst, 

Yorkshire. They had 19 children in 22 years. She died on 12 April 1530 

in Astley, Warwickshire, at the age of 69, and was buried there.

Sir William De Bonville, 5th Baron of Harington was born on 3 February 

1423 in Shute, Devon, his father, Sir, was 29 and his mother, Lady, was 

29. He married Elizabeth, Baroness Harington, Harrington in 1441 in his 

hometown. They had four children during their marriage. He died on 31 

December 1460 in Wakefield, Yorkshire, at the age of 37.

Thomas Grey was born on 22 June 1455, his father, Sir, was 23 and 

his mother, Elizabeth, was 18. He married Lady Cecily, 7th 

Baroness Harrington and Dorset Bonville in Temple Hirst, Yorkshire. 

They had 19 children in 22 years. He died on 20 September 1501 in 

Astley, Warwickshire, at the age of 46, and was buried there.

William, Sixth Baron of Bonville, Lord Harington was born in 1442 in 

Somerset, his father, Sir, was 19 and his mother, Elizabeth, was 19. He 

married Lady Katharine, Baroness of Harington and Hastings, DeNeville

in Salisbury, Wiltshire. They had two children during their marriage. He 

died on 13 June 1483 at the age of 41.

Sir John Grey of Groby was born in 1432 in Leicestershire, his 

father, Sir, was 17 and his mother, Elizabeth, was 14. He married 

Elizabeth Woodville Queen consort of England and they had two 

children together. He also had five sons and seven daughters from 

another relationship. He died as a young father on 29 March 1464 in 

Towton, Yorkshire, at the age of 32.

Sir Edward Grey was born on 7 February 1415 in Ruthin, 

Denbighshire, his father, Reginald, was 53 and his mother, Lady, 

was 49. He married Elizabeth De Ferrers in March 1427 in 

Leicestershire. He then married Elizabeth De Ferrers and they had 

nine children together. He died on 18 December 1457 in Ratby

Leicestershire, at the age of 42.

Bonville's father and grandfather had both had successful 

careers.[7] As such, when Bonville came of age in 1414[10] he inherited 

an income of approximately £900 per annum; for context, the 

historian Martin Cherry says this was "a figure not far short of that 

enjoyed by the fifteenth-century earls of Devon themselves".[8] His 

landsðcomprising 18 manors[10]ðwere situated all over England, 

although concentrated in Devon, particularly around Shute in the 

south-east of the county, and Somerset.[8] These lands encompassed 

his grandfather's patrimony, with manors in Devon, Somerset, Dorset 

and Wiltshire. The Fitzroger estates were mainly in Leicestershire, 

the East Midlands, and the south-east of England 

in Kent and Sussex.[2] the History of Parliament, "without doubt 

Bonville ranked among the very wealthiest landowners of the West 
Country".[2]

William Bonville and his Family (1442 т 1553)

Sir John Grey of Groby - LifeStory (ancestry.co.uk)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTERoskellClarkRawcliffe1993a-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_majority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTERoskell1954153-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martin_Cherry&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTECherry2004-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTERoskell1954153-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTECherry2004-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiltshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Midlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sussex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTERoskellWoodger1993-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bonville,_1st_Baron_Bonville#cite_note-FOOTNOTERoskellWoodger1993-2
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/56823873/person/232018215136/story


Sir Robert Catlyn (1558 - 1574) was an English judge and Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench.[1]Sir Robert 

Catlyn married Ann, the daughter of John Boles of Wallington, Hertfordshire, and relict of John Burgoyne. By 

her he left an only daughter, Mary, who married first Sir John Spencer, and secondly Sir Robert Fowler. Her 

son by Sir John Spencer was Robert, who was created Baron Spencer of Wormleighton in 1603, from whom 

came the Earls of Sunderland and Dukes of Marlborough.

The Catlin and Spencer family ownership of Berne Manor from 1553 until 1603 

(1) Sir John Spencer
Knighted in 1588. Buried at Great Brington

 married 11th September 1566 in London 
 1546 -1599

Lady Mary Catlin
Sole daughter and Heir ownd Berne in 

1583. buried at Great Brington , 
Northhants . 1555 ï 1619

Lady Anne 
Boles

 1508 - 1575

Sir Robert Catlin  of Berne  
 Lord Chief Jusrtice.  He buys Berne Manor in 1559. 

Died at Newenham, Sutton, Beds.  1525 - 1574

Sir John Spencer
Althorp

1517 -1586

Katherine 
Kitson

1524 -  1586

Margaret  Willoughby co heir of 
Francis of Wollaton. 
She had 8 children

Died in 1597

Sir Robert Spencer
1st Baron Spencer of Wormleighton . He buys Berne Manor in 1601 from his mother and her 

third husband (Edward Glascoke). He sells it to Sir George Summers soon afterwards in 1603
1570 - 1627

Ann Risley 
Chauncey

1505 - 

Thomas Catlyn
1489 ï 1569

(2) Sir Robert Fowler

(3) Edward Glascoke. He sells Berne 
Manor to Sir Robert Spencer in 1601

Robert Catlyn or Catlin was 

born about 1510. He married 

Anne, daughter of John 

Boles, who lived at 

Wallington in Hertfordshire, 

and widow of Thomas 

Burgoyne, and they had an 

only child, Mary.

He died on 16 Sep 1574 at 

Newnham Priory in 

Bedfordshire and in 

accordance with his wishes 

was buried at Sutton in 

Bedfordshire on 30 Sep 

1574.

He is an ancestor of Prince 

William, the Duke of 

Cambridge.

Sir John Spencer(c. 1551т 9 January 1599) was an English nobleman, politician, landowner, 
sheriff, knight, andMPfrom the Spencer family. Spencer married Mary Catlyn, the only 
daughter and heiress ofSir Robert Catlin, who brought him estates in bothLeicestershireand 
Northamptonshire as well as Berne Manor in Dorset which her father had built up from profits 
of a successful career. They had one son,Robert, who became the firstBaron Spencer of 
Wormleighton.Mary (1555 т 1619) was the sole daughter and heir of Sir Robert Catlyn of 
Berne, Dorset and Lord Chief Justice.  she married Edward Glascoke after 1600.

Sir Robert Catlyn paid £760 for Berne Manor in 1553. He was living there when his 

daughter married Sir John Spencer of Althorp in 1566 in London.  In 1574 he died and 

Berne Manor passes to Sir John Spencer who leases it to Sir George Somers in 1587. In 

1598, his son Sir Robert sell the freehold to Sir George for £600. He keeps the Manorial 

rights which are later bought by the Every family who live near by at Wootton Abbas. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Catlyn#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Catlin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spencer_family


The Catlin and Spencer family ownership of Berne Manor from 1553 until 1603 
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Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

Festivities at 
Berne Manor on 
23rd May 2009

Some remains of the older Berne House still exist, but the greater part of it was destroyed, 

perhaps by fire and only one wing is now left of the residence of Sir George Somers and of 

the Floyers. In 1592 a Captain John Floyer is mentioned as in command of a ship on one of 

Sir Walter Raleigh's expeditions. He was accused of having captured, contrary to the orders 

of the Privy Council a ship of Bayonne with a load of cod, and a "waistcoat of carnation 

colour, curiously embroidered."32 His precise relationship to the family has not been 

ascertained. An extract from the Diary of Lord Shaftesbury shows that at the time of the Great 

Rebellion, Anthony33 Floyer was a Royalist, for he is mentioned as being on duty at 

Dorchester with Lord Shaftesbury as justice of the peace. In 1685 the Duke of Monmouth 

landed with his army at Lyme Regis, distant only a few miles from Berne. A notice in 

the Gentleman's Magazine for 1767 would seem to refer to some lost tradition of the past 

which Anthony Floyer, as major in the militia,34 played in opposing his advance, but this is 

now only to be conjectured. Many notices of ordinary business transactions as justices of the 

peace and as churchwardens remain in the parish books of Whitechurch Canonicorum, 

Chideock, and elsewhere.

https://www.upweysociety.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Spring_2013.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20170116182345/http:/freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~floyer/annals.htm#32
https://web.archive.org/web/20170116182345/http:/freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~floyer/annals.htm#33
https://web.archive.org/web/20170116182345/http:/freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~floyer/annals.htm#34


Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

The 1844 Tithe Map shows a number 
of fields with the same or similar 
names as those mentioned in 1612.
Lower Long Yard, Upper Long Yard, 
Upper Sharkham, Upper Sharkham 
Furze, Lower Sharkham, Sharkham 
Copse, Home Bottom, Home 
Bottom Copse, Treenwoods, Lower 
Berne Woods, Little Berne Woods, 
Great Berne Woods Copse, Upper 
Little Bern Woods, Great Berne 
Woods, Lower Long Yard 

A capital messuage or mansion house and 

farm of the Manor of Berne, co. Dorset, with 

orchards, gardens, a grist mill called 

Tickmill , and closes or parcels of land, 

called respectively Brodemenad, Lower 

Walerletts, Higher WaterlettsWood, 

WaterlettsWood, Berne Orchard, Lower 

and Higher Longyeard, ShurcombeMeade, 

Shurcombe, Home Bottom, New Mead, 

Little and Middle Hone Byttom, Higher and 

Lower Twynewood, BerneWood (3), and 

Longbooes



Sir George Somers ownership of Berne Manor in Dorset from 1612
Also of a capital messuage or  mansion house and 

farm of the Manor of Berne, co. Dorset, with orchards, 

gardens, a grist mill called Tickmill, and closes or 

parcels of land, called respectively Brode-meuad, 

Lower Walerletts, Higher Waterletts Wood, Waterletts

Wood, Berne Orchard, Lower and Higher Longyeard, 

Shurcombe Meade, Sburcombe, Home Byttom, New 

Mead, Little and Middle Hone Byttom,  Higher and 

Lower Twynewood, Brene Wood, and Longboues

held of the King in chief by Knight's service, and worth 

£6 13. 4d. Also of a messuage., mansion house, and 

tenement, lled the Manor of Orchard, in the parish of 

Whitchurch Canonicorum Dorset, with numerous 

parcels of land, of which Great and Liule Bynbills, 

Gasemore, Eastield, Meddiford,Seymonds Lease, 

Bappowle Lees, Bappowle Lees Meadow, 

Shadesbush Meade, Little Bappowles, Fyve

Ashagead, and High Beld, are particularly named, 

together with comijon of patore in Sharedowhc alias 

Sharnendowne, and  Morcomb Lake alias Haddon Hill, 

Also of a capital messuage or tenement in 

Marshwood, Dorset, called Harpers, with closes 

named Brodelay, Harpers Meade. Harpers Moore, 

Gybland, Hynnens, &C., held of John Pawlet, Esq, in 

free socage, of the Manor of Marshwood, paying a 

rent of 6d. for all services, and worth 15s. Also of three 

messuages in Lyme Regis, held by Sir George and 

Johanna, his wife, of the Mayor and Burgesses, 

paying a rent of 2s. for all services and worth 10s. Sir 

George died the 9th of November last. Nicholas 

Somers, Gent., his cousin and heir, aged 26 or more. 

Lady Johanna his wife still living a Whitchurch.



Lyme Regis 24 Apr 1554

Somers was born at Berne Farm in Lyme Regis, Dorset, in the southwest of 

England, in April 1554. He was the third surviving son of John and Alice 

Somer (or Somers). Very little is known about his early life, but by the time 

he was in his mid-thirties, Somers seems to have been engaged in 

privateering missions against Spanish shipping in the West Indies. In 1587 

he used the booty earned on one such mission to purchase more than one 

hundred acres of land near his birthplace; he called it Berne Manor. 

Through the 1590s, his reputation as a competent sea captain grew 

steadily. He was a senior officer in Sir Amyas Prestonôs audacious raid on 

the coast of South America in 1595, when English forces captured, sacked, 

and burned San Jago de Leon, a Spanish town on the site of present-day 

Caracas, Venezuela. The raid produced only a limited financial return, but 

was described by one of Prestonôs men, Robert Davie, in ñThe Victorious 

Voyage of Captaine Amias Preston now knight, and Captaine George 

Sommers to the West India, begun in March 1595.òRichard Hakluyt (the 

younger) published the account in an edition of his Principall Navigations, 

Voiages and Discoveries of the English Nation.

In 1597, Somers took part in the Islands Voyage, in which an English fleet 

led by Robert Devereux, second earl of Essex, and Sir Walter 

Raleigh attacked the Portuguese-held Azores. Although the raid was 

unsuccessful, Somers managed to capture a prize while sailing back to 

Dartmouth. Later he was entrusted with the command of some of Englandôs 

best warships, including the Swiftsure and the Warspite. He captained the 

former in a 1601 attack on a Spanish invasion fleet off Kinsale, in the south 

of Ireland, and the latter in 1602, again at the Azores. According to Thomas 

Fuller in his History of the Worthies of England(1662), Somers ñwas a lamb 

on land, so patient that few could anger him: and (as if entering a ship he 

assumed a new nature) a lion at sea, so passionate few could please him.ò

As Somersôs prestige in naval circles grew, so did his wealth. An inventory 

of his Berne Manor estate after his death included well-constructed beds, 

embroidered Indian coverlets, silk damask cushions, and carpets of all kinds 

and colors, among them a ñfaire Turkey carpet of greate price.ò In July 

1603, just prior to the coronation of James I, Somers was knighted in the 

royal garden at Whitehall. The next year he was elected to Parliament from 

Lyme Regis. And in 1606 he became the townôs mayor.

Probably early in the 1580s, Somers married Joan Heywood, the daughter 

of Philip Heywood, a Lyme Regis farmer. Joan Somers died in 1618 and the 

couple had no children.

Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/hakluyt-richard-1552-1616/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/hakluyt-richard-1552-1616/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/raleigh-sir-walter-ca-1552-1618/
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/raleigh-sir-walter-ca-1552-1618/


Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610



Somersôs career really took off in 1582 after he married Joan 

Heywood. He was 28. She was just 19 but brought ownership 

of three houses in Lyme into the marriage as her dowry. 

Rental income and his continued commercial success enabled 

the couple to buy Berne Manor, a 200-acre estate near 

Whitchurch Canonicorum, and Orchard House, another 100-

acre farm nearby, for the substantial sum of £600. In 1588, 

Somers coordinated Lyme Regisôs defenses as the enormous 

Spanish Armada approached Englandôs coast. He sent out 

three ships to join the epic sea battle that raged off the coast 

from his town and watched with relief as the English side 

prevailed.

Searching for Sir George Part 2 - The Bermudian Magazine

Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

Upwey. Raynold Keate of Cheselborne, gent, sold to George Somers of 

Berne, gent, and his heirs, all Keate's right and title to the manor of 

Upwey als Waybay howsse with appurtenances formerly the inheritance 

of Hugh Keate, the father of Raynold.

Upwey. Court of Wards and Liveries. Copy of a case 

brought by Sir Walter Pyne, attorney, on behalf of his 

Majesty's ward, Elizabeth Somers, by the petition of 

Richard Roope, esq, and Thomas Rich, gent, (pets.) 

against Thomas Hayne, esq., and Edward Hayne, gent 

(defs.) showing that Mathew Somers, the father of 

Elizabeth, was owner of the manor of Upwey alias 

Wayby house consisting of one messuage, one garden, 

200 acres of land, 23 acres of meadow, 300 acres of 

pasture, 20 acres of wood, 50 acres of furze and heath 

with appurtenances in Upwey. On August 1625, the 

lands descended to Elizabeth, his only child, aged 12yrs 

3mths, by an inquisition held at Sherborne dated 19 Jan 

1626. The rents were due to his Majesty during her 

minority. Mentions a deed dated 17 Jan 1616 whereby 

Mathew and Nicholas Somers leased the property to 

Christopher Mainwaring and others. Mainwaring and 

others granted the property to Richard Henning, 

Thomas Hayne and Robert Napper on 16 Mar 1621 for 

the use of Mathew Somers and his wife, Dorothy. It was 

claimed these deeds were unexecuted and if any were 

signed it was after 'a pot of ale' so his mind was not 

alert. When Mathew died, Thomas Hayne claimed the 

rents. The court decided that Elizabeth was entitled to 

the manor. Hilary Term 1630.

https://www.thebermudian.com/heritage/heritage-heritage/searching-for-sir-george-somers-part-2/


Somers is essentially a Dorset worthy. He was M.P. for Lyme Regis in 1603-4, and 

Mayor of that town in 1605. His heart was buried in the Bermudas, but his nephew 

Matthew Somers brought his body home, and the entry of its burial is clearly recorded 

in the Whitechurch registers. In all pro- bability he was interred below the chantry 

which belonged to his manor house of Bearne or Berne, and is now used as a vestry. A 

great portion of Somers' s abode is still in existence, although the front is modern- ized. 

Besides the Whitechurch property, he left three messuages in Lyme Regis and the 

manor of Upwey, " alias Waybay House." His estate was bequeathed to Matthew 

Somers, although a cousin Nicholas Somers was stated heir-at-law. There are portraits 

of Somers and his wife in existence, painted by Vansomer.

Englishman Admiral Sir George Somers, was born in 1554 in Lyme Regis, Dorset, 

England, in a house on Broad Street. Lyme Regis was an-already historic town in 

Dorset, England. It was also, because of Somers, from where Bermuda's History began.

He was one of the sons, the fourth of five, of John Somers a merchant and farm owner, 

of Berne Farm, situated between the Marshwood Vale village of Whitchurch 

Canonicorum and the main road at Charmouth. Berne Farm was the long-established 

Somers family home. Walter Raleigh, two years Georgeôs senior, was a neighbor and 

boyhood friend. As Lyme Regis was conveniently situated for trade with France and 

Spain, complete with a unique artificial breakwater called The Cobb to shelter local 

shipping, Somers apparently went to sea as a boy in the early 1560s and soon became 

a competent mariner. He seems to have spent his early maritime career trading rather 

than raiding, since his name does not appear in contemporary privateering accounts.

In 1582, Somersôs career prospects improved hugely after his marriage, at the age of 

28,  to Joan Heywood, then just 19. She brought ownership of three houses in Lyme 

Regis into the marriage as her dowry. Rental income and his continued commercial 

success enabled the couple to buy Berne Manor, a 200-acre estate near Whitchurch 

Canonicorum, and Orchard House, another 100-acre farm nearby, for the-then 

substantial sum of £600.

In 1588, Somers coordinated Lyme Regisôs defenses as the enormous Spanish Armada 

approached Englandôs coast. He sent out three ships to join the epic sea battle that 

raged off the coast from his town and watched with relief as the English side prevailed. 

After 1588, he joined Sir Francis Drakeôs unsuccessful invasion of Portugal in 1589 and 

took many prizes while cruising in Azorean waters. He used his share of the £8,000 in 

prize money to purchase Waybay House, a 1,000-acre manor near Weymouth. In 1590, 

after both his father and brother died, Somers became head of the family shipping 

business and the guardian of his two nephews, Nicholas and Matthew.

The Genesis of the United States - Google Books

Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610

https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Genesis_of_the_United_States/IVtKAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=waybay+house+upwey+dorset&pg=PA1019&printsec=frontcover


In May that year Somers finally reached Virginia, but then 

returned to the Bermudas to gather supplies. He died there 

in the following November, reportedly óof a surfeit in eating 

of a pigô. His body was brought back to England by 

Matthew Somers, his nephew and heir, and buried at 

Whitchurch Canonicorum in July 1611. Under the terms of 

Somersôwill, made on 23 Apr. 1609, his widow received a 

life-interest in the Berne estate, and a jointure of £150 p.a. 

Somers also left £400 in total to three nephews and a 

niece, and £30 to the poor of Whitchurch and Lyme. An 

inventory taken in 1611 shows that the house at Berne was 

comfortably furnished, its contents including a ófair Indian 

coverlet embroidered with gold and silkô, and óone fair 

Turkey carpet of great priceô. Brown, ii. 1019;Som. and 
Dorset N and Q, xi. 97-101.

Somersôs career really took off in 1582 after he married Joan Heywood. He was 28. She 

was just 19 but brought ownership of three houses in Lyme into the marriage as her 

dowry. Rental income and his continued commercial success enabled the couple to buy 

Berne Manor, a 200-acre estate near Whitchurch Canonicorum, and Orchard House, 

another 100-acre farm nearby, for the substantial sum of £600. In 1588, Somers 

coordinated Lyme Regisôs defenses as the enormous Spanish Armada approached 

Englandôs coast. He sent out three ships to join the epic sea battle that raged off the 

coast from his town and watched with relief as the English side prevailed.

Perhaps it was the threat of this Spanish invasion, or perhaps it was some other 

unrecorded abuse during an earlier sea voyage, that made Somers detest Spain. After 

1588, his maritime career took a decidedly martial turn. He joined Sir Francis Drakeôs 

unsuccessful invasion of Portugal in 1589 and took many prizes while cruising in 

Azorean waters. He used his share of the £8,000 in prize money to purchase Waybay

House, a 1,000-acre manor near Weymouth. After both his father and brother died in 

1590, Somers became head of the family shipping business and the guardian of his two 

nephews, Nicholas and Matthew.

Sir George Somers Life at Berne Manor from 1587 until 1610



Admiral Sir George Somers colonized Bermuda for Britain.


