CHARMOUT-HO0OO0O YEARS

An | I lustrated Tour of the Village
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By Nei | Mattingly
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The Charmouth Story

The Street has been the main artery for Charmeuth for almost 2000
years. When you walk along its length you may well be following in
the footsteps of Roman soldiers travelling from their bases between
Dorchester and Exeter. It is shown as a settlement in 1086 in the
records of the Domesday Book with its main occupations being
farming and sea salt extraction. The first mention of The Street is in
1170 when it was owned by the Abbot of Forde. The village expanded
and in 1295 it was created a borough with a number of 1/2 acre
burgage plots on both sides of The Street. These led up to a high
stone wall which still exists today almost unbroken. Unfortunately, the
borough wasn't a great success and Charmeouth was overtaken by
Lyme Regis and Bridport. For centuries it was important as a stop-off
point on the long jourmney from Dorchesterto Exeter and a number of
hostelries were created by the monks. These were laterto become
coaching inns. The most important of these was the Coach and
Horses where Jane Austen stayed in 1803. She was very flattering
about the village which in her novel Persuasion she described

as ‘Chammouth, with is high grounds and extensive sweeps of
country, and still more its sweet, retired bay, backed by dark cliffs,
where fragments of low rock among the sands make it the happiest
spot for watching the flow of the tide for sitting in unwearied
contemplation”. It began to share with Lyme Regis a popularty as a
genteel “Watering Place” with its own bathing machines. As aresult |
at the beginning of the 19th century a number of fine villas were built
along the Street together with a selection of shops, many of which stil
exist, such as Charmeuth Stores that was founded in 1807 and is
known today as Misa

Agriculture and sailcloth making had long been the main employment
of the vilagers. They declined at the end of the 19%h century, and
werre replaced with tourism resulting in a gradual increase in the
population. This accelerated at the beginning of the 20th century and
in 1921, when Claud began recording the vilage, the population was
668, half of what it is today.

This book does provide awonderful pictorial record of the village a
century ago thanks to Claud Hider. Fortunately It has not changed too
much during this time, especialy along the Street, athough
businesses have come and gone during that time. The area between
The Street and the coast was to see the major growth in housing.
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Kelly s Directory of Private Residents and Tr a
PRIVATE RESIDENTS. Taylor Capt. Arth. Edgar, Downside |Gower Harry & Son, drapers
Barratt-Hine Alfd. Ernest, Askew ho|Walker Rev. John Robertson (Con-|urinter George, farmer, Foxley
Barber Harry, The Elms gregational), The Manse Hambidge William, New inn
Bidwell Henry James, Bransmead Watson Mrs. Sycamore cottage Hann Albert, fossil dealer, Brandram
Bidwell Percival Francis, Sunrise West John, Luttrell house Hoare John, hoot repairer
Birkett, Mrs, Sandford Whittington Miss, The Limes Hodges Alfred, boarding house )
Bridgman Mrs. J. B. Beauregard Willis Miss, The Rosery Hodges ,iir"chur, apartmnts. Bay view
Burden Miss, Blinkbonny Holly William, postmaster y
Bush Mrs. Grasmere COMMERCIAL. guuter '%??;pas, ﬁshex;)ma,nt
Cochran Robert Lawrence, Lan oor - unter illiam, apartments
Cogill Mrs. Lane end . B Eirly elosuig day, Thorsday T pai. Hutchings Fredk. James, shoe maker
Creswell John Edwards OC. B E., M.B.|Barratt-Hine Alfred Ernest M.R.C.S.|Jolliffe Frederick, farmer, Backlands
Charmouth house Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond., D.P.H.Lond.|Lane John, beer retailer
Davies Commander Francis Harvey surgecn, & medical officer & public|Lenthall Ernest James, assessor of
R.N. Bruton house vaccinator sth & OCharmouth dis- taxes for Charmouth, Lyme Regis
Davies Mrs tricts, Bridport wunion, Askew ho. & Colway, The Lodge
Eliot Mrs E: TN 5 - Lloyds Bank Ltd. (sub-branch), open
Etches Wm. Baker, The Moorings Boucher Sidney, Coach & Horses hitl tues. & fri. 10.30 a.m. to 12.30
Evans Miss, The Bungalow Bridle James, beer retailer p.m.; draw on London head office,
Haggard Mrs. Beech house Burridge Margaret (Miss), apart- 71 Lombard street EC 3
Harrison Sir Cecil Reeves K.B.E. ments, Grange house Lock Isaac, apartments
Hill view Burridge Robert, apartments Marsh Frederick Charles, butcher
Hitchcock Arthur Frederick, Peria- Childs Alfred, blacksmith Meaden Wm. dairyman, Mill house
Hodges Mrs. Clarence cottage Clarke Elizabeth (Mrs.), apartments,|Mills Wm. John, apartments, Billsex
Innes Mrs. H. Omega cottage The Retreat Penny Frederick George, builder &
Johnstone Mrs. The Manor Clarke Frank, charabancs, haulage; carpenter, The Lilac
Jones Mrs parties catered for, Mill View ter |[Pinney W. H. & Co. coal merchants
Eennedy Rev. Jn. M.A.,J.P. Fernhill |Copp Sarah (Mrs.), draper Pryer Harry Wm.monumental mason
Knighton Miss A. G. Arcadia Cricket Club (Fredk. Penny, sec) Smith Wilired Robert, grocer
Enott Mrs. Melbourne house Dampier Wm. John, grocer. T N 4 |[Stamp Henry, painter
Mann Mrs. R. B. Little Hurst Dike Albert Edward, confectioner Stapleforth Clifford J. car hirer
Markby- Rev. Fredk. Edward M.A.|Edwards Walter Charles, farmer,|Tahourden Gertrude Ella (Mrs.), tea
(rector), The Rectory Wood farm TOOmMS
Marle Mrs. Fermaine Etches William Baker, solicitor, The|Tarr Elizh. (Miss), fancy repository
Niblett Frederic, The Mount Moorings Tennis Club (Jas. H. G. Schalch, sec)
Pargiter Miss, Littlecote Farrant Albert, cycle agent Toms John, apartments, Firlands
Penny Frederick George, The Lilacs |Gear James, fish dealer White Fredk. Lionel Jn. George inn
Prior Miss, Hillside Gear William Arthur, car hirer Women’s Institute (Miss E. Taylor,
Salisbury Mrs. Gresham house Gollop Ernest, mason sec)
Schalch Jas. Hugh Gordon,The Court |Gollop Ivan A. motor garage Women’s Institnte Tennis Club (Miss
Stanger-Leathes Mrs. Stone house Goodland Charles, farmer, Lilly E. Hambidge, sec)
Symes William, Alberta cottage Gordge Martha (Miss), laundress Woolford Percy, french polisher
We are fortu@apeottbaedKal Dyrectory of Private Residents and ®r ddersg
postcards. It is interesting to read the diverse busi ness@rmskosAsmdn giset:
and Coal Mer chant . -TTher eNewe rCo mmeve iRUbd nn, The Star I nn, The George
Visitors had a number of places to stay, which included heoteei 5,i gues
to see that therieGewerrse atnndo Sgtaarpalgeefsor t hs. |t seems that Chasrsmddtikilkad
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Aeri al Photograph of Charmouth taken in

This aerial photograph taken in 1926 covers most of the iadrdeea wsahso wno ni
to the |l ength of The Street by the 14th century monast yaaewalelenstiinl It
with the Coach and HOA des gto thnaulmboer tolfe hroiuglets. had extensi ve agéerr dbdrhse.r
Lower Sea Lane. The | arge field on the corner of the Lane wshnbdad hhei sSt
buil ders and masons yard on part of it The | arge house netaerl t he | ef
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CHARMOUTH

QUEEN’S ARMES

PRIVATE HOTEL & CAFE

Bed & Breakfast. Luncheons & Teas.

Large and Small Parties Catered for.

Hot and Cold Water in Bedrooms.
Electric Light Throughout.

This charming old house, which sheltered King Charles 11
in 1651, is now run as an unlicensed Hotel by the present
owner, who has done much to restore the building to its
L4th century state. Whilst the old-world atmosphere has
been restored, modern amenities have been  carefully
introduced
There is a charming Tea Garden (at rear of hous
Hard Tennis Court for Hire.
AA. Garage. CT.C. (Hotel List)
Proprietors C. ]. & R. STAPLEFORTH.

by William Hol

EW FROM LAWN

CLAREMONT

The oldest established Guest House in Charmouth, with
delightful Garden overlooking Hills and Sea
Comfortable Lounges.

Own

parate Tables. Excellent Cuisine
uit and Vegetables,

Electric Lighe

Mild Winter Climate.

Tennis.

Five Minutes Sea.

Golf, Eighteen Holes. Safe Bathing. Boating

TEL. CHARMOUTH 36. TARIFF ON APPLICATION.

E. LITTLEBURY.

< o

1934

Char mout h

Vi si

CHARMOUTH HOUSE
CHARMOUTH, DORSET

ews of the Cliffs Sea, and
Garden and Tennis Cx

our minutc
oIf Links,

is beautifully situated, commanding
surrounding Country. | l

from the

LOCAL VIEW POSTCARDS A SPECIALITY.
W. B. G. HOLLY
BOOKSELLER & STATIONER,
The Post Office, CHARMOUTH

=0

Agent for C. R. Hider, Photographic Artist.
Agent for 1.C.B. 2s. Novel Libraries.

FILMS and all Amateur Photographers’ Requisites.
QUICK AND RELIABLE SNAPSHOT SERVICE.

Proprietor: W. A. GEAR

Phone: CHARMOUTH 8

Agent for
MORRIS, AUSTIN, VAUXHALL, STANDARD & B.S.A.
Cars, also for all Principal Insurance Companies

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD ON COMMISSION
Always a good selection of Second-hand Cars for Sale

PROMPT AND EFFICIENT REPAIR SERVICE
High-class Cars for Hire, also Cattle Truck, Lorry

ACCESSORIES PETROLS, OILS, ETC.
Stockist for DUNLOP, INDIA & MICHELIN TYRES

PRIVATE LOCK-UP GARAGES

Parking Ground at
HIGH STREET & SEA LANE (cLose 1o seack

CHARMOUTH

Hogchester Dairy Farm

(R. J. SMITH)
CHARMOUTH.

DELIVERIES OF NEW MILK FROM OUR OWN COWS
TWICE DAILY.
DEVONSHIRE CREAM

NEW LAID EGGS

FARMHOUSE BUTTER
CREAM BY POST

The Most Charming Spot in Dorset

“WAYSIDE”
TEA GARDENS and CAFE

Ouverlooking Sea at Charmouth

DAINTY TEAS served in Lounge or on Lawn
Personal Service - Homely Atmosphere

Do not miss the Famous—
‘“WAYSIDE” CREAM TEA
HOME-MADE CAKES, SCONES, ETC.

Eat and drink at leisure at “Wayside” and view
some of England’s most Magnificent Scenery

Telephone: CHARMOUTH 48

tors

Gu



Adverts from the 1934 Charmouth Visitors

CHARMOUTH.
SUNNYSIDE PRIVATE HOTEL
AA. & CAFE R.A.C.

Within easy reach of Beach, 400 yards from Sea, near
Golf Links. Modern Sanitation, Bath (h. & c.), Electric
Light.  Special Winter Terms. Personal Supervision.
Meals served in Café any time—Night or Day.  Garage.

Telephone: CHARMOUTH 9

For i
| IRONMONGERY AND CHINA GOODS :

...... : . . i A B.CHILDS & SON
P i Top of CHARMOUTH

il ver 40 yeas E

&2

Hillside Peparatory School
& Kindergarten, Charmouth

For full particulars and Prospectus apply

Mrs. R. J. MEASURES, Principal




