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CHARMOUTH - 100 YEARS AGO 

By  Neil Mattingly 

An Illustrated  Tour of the Village through the lens of Claud Hider 
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My interest in Claud Hider, the Bridport Photographer, stems from a 
visit to the Dorset Record office in Dorchester soon after I moved into 
my house, Thalatta in 2008. The famous Charmouth historian,  
Reginald Pavey had bequeathed all his collections relating to the  
village to the Record Office in 1973. Amongst the many albums and 
notebooks there I was able to find a postcard of my new house soon 
after it was built in 1923. This is remarkable as it is of no great  
significance and as a collector of old postcards I was surprised that 
Claud had felt it important enough to record it for posterity. In the 
Pavey Albums there were more postcards by Hider amongst others of 
the village. His did stand out as they were photographic and full of 
detail compared with those of other publishers. Slowly over the years I 
have been able to build up a collection of photographs not only of 
Charmouth but also other villages around Bridport where Hider had his 
shop at 42 South Street. Another collector, Ken Farmer was at the 
same time tracking down these elusive postcards. Between us we now 
have over 1,500 and he has kindly allowed me to display a number of 
his on my website www.freshford.com for others to enjoy. We have 
located over 200 of Charmouth so far and this book has allowed us to 
share some of the better ones that represent the village nearly a  
century ago. Claud would scratch on the original negative a brief  
description on the left and an ascending number on the bottom  
right-hand corner. This makes it very helpful in dating them as quite 
often there would be a stamp on the front showing when it was  
posted. The earliest card so far found was dated September 1st 1922 
and has the number 17 and the last is numbered 1125. Unfortunately 
there are some without a number which are more difficult to date  
precisely.  Claud was briefly in partnership with Henry Lawrence  at 28 
Mill Street in Bridport in 1922 and these pictures have an H & L  
imprint. This partnership did not last long as Claud later set up on his 
own business at 42 South Street where he was to remain the rest of 
his life. Between  the years 1922 and 1930 he recorded most of the 
village and was able to sell postcards from William Hollyôs Store which 
at that time was also the Post Office. He would often go back to the 
same view in later years as with the Abbots House when under new 
ownership. In the case of Claremont at the top of the Street he  
produced a pack of 6 views relating to it when Elizabeth Littlebury 
bought it in 1931 and opened her Guest House there overlooking  the 
hills and the sea.                                                             Neil Mattingly                                                 

Introduction 

The village of Charmouth is recorded before the Domesday Book with  
Charmouthõs long and rich history of properties and notable past residents. 
This unique history far outstrips what you would expect for a seaside  
village on the edge of Dorset. 
One of Charmouthõs treasures is the extensive photographic record made 
by Claud Hider and here they are in one book for the first time.  There are 
many books of this nature for towns and villages all round the British Isles; 
however what makes this book on Charmouth so unique is the quality of the 
reproductions, all taken from original sources.  Add to this the decades of  
painstaking research which places these amazing photographs into the 
context of with what was happening at the time.  This means today you 
could take this book and walk through the village of Charmouth as if you 
were doing so a hundred years ago.                                             
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Introduction 

Helen Parker 2023     Chair  

I wish to thanks Ken Farmer, a long time collector of Claud Hider  
postcards, whose assistance and knowledge have greatly assisted me with 
this book. The Charmouth Local History Society have kindly backed my 
endeavours in bringing this to publication. Both Stan and Sally Dolan have 
shared my enthusiasm for revealing this fascinating chapter of  
Charmouth`s past. John Kennedy  again helped me considerably with the 
layout of the book. Jason Foote of Footeprints at Bridport has done a  
superb job in printing it. Finally  I owe a tremendous debt to Peter Hider, 
the grandson of Claud Hider who has provided valuable information on his 
ancestors life. 

Neil Mattingly    Author 
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Claud Hider (1888-1953) 

Claud Hider was one of a number of photographers who  
supplemented their livings by producing small quantities of  
photographic cards of their neighbourhoods. Before the telephone, 
postcards were used as a way of sending a message, as the postal 
service was cheap, regular and reliable. As well as the large firms, 
such as Tuck, Valentines and Frith, there were smaller publishers who 
would sell real photographic cards. These had a glossy finish, the 
photograph having been developed directly onto a piece of card with a 
postcard back. Claud Hider was the most prolific of these in the 
Bridport area. He could produce small quantities, often no more than 
ten or twenty of each card, that would be sold in his shop or other 
outlets. The location would be handwritten on the negative and thus 
appear in white on the finished card with a reference number. Though 
only postcard-sized, when scanned and enlarged their quality is so 
good that even at poster size they are very sharp. 
Claud was born in 1888 to Robert and Clara Hider who were living 
above their photograph shop at 183 Parrock Street in Gravesend, 
Kent. They had ten children (seven daughters and three sons), seven 
of whom entered the photographic profession. His father was a very 

successful photographer with 
shops in both Gravesend and 
Sheerness in Kent.  
The earliest record we have of 
Claud is that of 1906 when he 
trained unsuccessfully as a Boy 
Artificer on HMS Pembroke II at 
Chatham. We next find him aged 
23 as a Dark Room  Assistant for 
Charles Speight at 10 the  
Broadway in Kettering, Northants. 
Charles was a famous  
photographer with an extensive 
showroom. Carte de Visites 
(visiting cards) were very popular 
at that time and examples from his 
studio can often be found today . 
It was whilst there that Claud met 
and later married Edith May Wil-
kin, daughter of James Wilkin on 
January 1st 1914. The Army  
records for Claud Hider show that 
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he remained there until his  
discharge in 1920. An earlier  
newspaper article refers to him and 
his wife, Edith living at Glenhurst, 
St. Peter's Avenue in Kettering. We 
next find them recorded in the 1921 
Census staying with Mary Lovelace 
and her daughters at 25 Church 
Street in Bridport. Claud is  
described as a photographer  
employed by Robert Potts of East 
Street in Bridport. This would  
coincide with Robert Potts  
advertisement on April 22nd 1921 
announcing that he was now  
working from the ócommodious, well
ï lighted studioô of Mrs Shepherd at 
45 East Street, Bridport. It seems 
that Robert Potts was renting both the shop and flat from the  

executors of the recently de-
ceased widow of William 
Shephard. It was this  
photographer who had himself 
produced a number of early 
topographical postcards and had 
employed Potts. You only have 
to look at the similarities of Pottôs 
postcards dating back to at least 
1909 to see that Claud realised 
the potential of producing his 
own range of postcards. His time 
with Robert Potts was very brief 
and he soon teamed up with 
Henry Laurence, a photographer 
from Crewkerne, to produce their 
own range of local views under 
the banner of H & L. at 28 South 
Mill Lane in Bridport which is 
also where he was living with his 
wife in 1921. Claud's partnership 
with Henry was short and he set 

up on his own in 1922 at 42 
South Street in Bridport, 
where he bought a shop 
which was to be his base for 
the rest of his life. Their first 
son, James Robert was born 
in that year and the second 
Geoffrey Percival  two years 
later. 
He placed a shop front on 
the left hand side shortly 
after he opened. This was 
not only the start of his  
business but also a place for him to sell his range of  
photographic postcards of Bridport and its hinterland. He would travel 
around the area in his Model T Ford open-top car, which often appears 
in his images, photographing all that he felt was saleable and produced 
small quantities for resale through his shop and other outlets. He had a 
wonderful eye for taking superb studies of the views, often with people 
in, which was unusual at the time. The fact that they are real  
photographs allows us today to enlarge them and almost relive the 
village as it was between the wars. The 1939 Census records him 

aged 51, still living and  
working from 42 South Street 
with his son James aged 22 
working with him and Geoffrey 
still at School. Sadly his wife 
Edith died in 1948 and he 
carried on with his shop until 
he sold it in 1953 to Roger 
Pinn who continued with a 
similar trade. The following 
year Claud died at the age of 
65 at 25 Fassett Road,  
Kingston-upon-Thames, which 
had been his father, Robertôs 
former house.  He left a  
magnificent legacy in all the 
many hundreds of  
photographic postcards that 
have survived to reveal a long 
lost era in our village history.  

Claud Hider (1888-1953) Claud Hider (1888-1953) 
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We are fortunate that Kellyôs produced a Directory of Private Residents and Traders for Charmouth in the year 1923, the year after Hiderôs first  
postcards. It is interesting to read the diverse businesses. Amongst these were a Cycle Shop, French Polisher, Monumental Mason, Fossil Dealer 
and Coal Merchant. There were five Pubs - The New Commercial Inn, The Star Inn, The George Inn, The Royal Oak and the Coach and Horses.  
Visitors had a number of places to stay, which included hotels, guest houses and apartments. Considering how few cars there were, it is surprising 
to see that there were two garages ï Gears and Stapleforths. It seems that Charmouth had so much to offer that it was almost self-sufficient.  

Kelly`s Directory of Private Residents and Traders for Charmouth in 1923 
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The 1926 O.S. Map above is helpful in locating streets and buildings referred to in the book. The selection of photographic postcards produced by 

Claud Hider follow an imaginary circular walk of the Street highlighting interesting buildings that feature in the views and their past. Many of these 

are extremely rare and have never been published in a book before. The walk will begin and end at the junction of Lower Sea Lane with the Street, 

where The Pharmacy is today. The illustrations then widen out to include Lower and Higher Sea Lane as well as views along the beach. There are 

finally views on the outskirts of the village and key events that Claud recorded, such as the 1924 landslip and the escaped lion in 1929. Claud  

created a unique record and covered most of the village with his camera. Few areas were missed and even these may still turn up in time.  

The 1926 Ordnance Survey Map of Charmouth  
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This aerial photograph taken in 1926 covers most of the area shown in the book. It clearly shows how the development of the village was confined 
to the length of The Street by the 14th century monastic wall still to be seen to the north. St Andrews Church and its Rectory are seen in the centre 
with the Coach and Horses Hotel on the right. A large number of houses had extensive gardens. The Church Hall and School faced each other in 
Lower Sea Lane. The large field on the corner of the Lane and the Street was known as Pear Tree and was owned by Harry Pryer who had his 
builders and masons yard on part of it. The large house near the left corner was Hammonds Mead which was to later become a hotel.  

Aerial Photograph of Charmouth taken in 1926 
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Claud Hider regularly provided 

the photographs for the annual  

Charmouth Visitors Guide. The 

first of these was published in 

1934 and the following two pages 

provide a window into the village 

in that year. Although the majority 

of Claud Hiderôs output was in 

the 1920ôs, he still supplied  

photographs for both the  

Charmouth and Bridport &  

District Official Guides most 

years until 1953. The Guides 

would often use images that he 

had earlier published as  

postcards. His main outlet for 

sales was the village Post Office 

at that time run by William Holly. 

Adverts from the 1934 Charmouth Visitors Guide. 
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Adverts from the 1934 Charmouth Visitors Guide. 


