WILLIAM STEPHENS (1788 -1840)
CHARMOUTH"S FAMOUS INN KEEPER




Introduction

On the 11th February, Chris James, secretary of Charmouth Local History Society received an email from the United States,
which read as follows: Hello from Los Angeles! ['ve discovered my 5th Great grandfather was William STEPHENS who was a
Exeter mail -coach man. Thanks to your wonderful website, I've learned so much about him running "The Mail Coach Inn" in
Charmouth in the early 1800s. I'm visiting England on a genealogy research expedition / researching to write a book on William
STEPHENS' history, as it reflects the coach proprietors who ended up being replaced by the railroads in the 1840s onward. I will
be visiting Charmouth with Clive Hopkins, another of William STEPHENS' descendants from April 18th.Please let me know if
this is something we can arrange. I am SO excited to experience Charmouth in per son. May [ email you a few other detailed
questions before we arrive? As a result of this | was able with Diana 's help find out so much more about this fascinating chapter
of Charmouth ‘s past in the Golden Age of Coaching and the part the Coach & Horses played in it. This is the era that Dickens
portrayed so vividly in the Pickwick Papers and our Village Inn could so well have been the model for that chosen by him. This
period of history coincided with the introduction of the Royal Mail at the end of the 18th Century and was to quickly decline with
the growth of the Railway. The Inn s History is entwined with this and for a while was actually renamed "The Mail Coach Inn".
William Stephens arrived in Charmouth in 1812, aged 28, with his wife, Ann and their two children, William and Ann. They had
moved from Exeter, where he had held the position of an Exeter Mail Coachman for over 5 years. He would have been responsi-
ble for driving the mail coach and transporting letters between post offices. he also had responsibility for ensuring the horses
were well -maintained and properly fed and groomed. He would have known Charmouth well as he regularly passed through it
enroute to Dorchester, Salisburyand London. The position he took of Landlord of the 3 Crowns (Coach and Horses) had arisen
when the previous gentleman holding the position, Joseph Bradbeer, took the postal business across the Street to Crouts and
opened a Post Office and Stores there, which still trades today as a Nisa store. At the rear was a Coach House and Stables that
were rented by and later bought by William Stephens. Although he was to lease the Inn, he was often described as a Coachman
and must have held the two roles, no doubt with assistance from his wife, Ann.

Charmouth is very fortunate in having an almost complete run of Poor Rate and Land Tax Lists in the early 19th century, which
provide valuable information relating to their time in the village. They were to have a further four children baptised there. Sadly,
there is one lasting memorial to the family in the form of a grave stone at the rear of St. Andrews Church today, that records the
death of their eldest son, William, aged just ¢ in 1820. William Stephens had a younger brother, John, who was also a Mail
Coachman and joined him in 1821. He was to meet and marry Catherine Tucker and were to have two children in the village.
They were shown as renting no. 3 Manor House from Simeon Bullen, before moving on to the Woodyates Inn at Pentridge in
Dorset. It was William Edwards who inherited several properties in the village on the death of his grandmother, Hannah
Newberry in 1788. These included the 3 Crowns Inn as well as the adjacent property, Beech House, where he lived and ran a
Butchers.



He was later to change the name of the Inn to the Coach and Horses and rent it to William Stephens, who in due course was to
make a success of it and in 1816 was able to purchase from Stephen Atkinson a Coach House and Orchard, which is now the site of
the former Star Inn in Charmouth. It was in 1821 that he retired from being an Exeter Mail coach-man and was to be honoured
with a beautifully engraved silver salver, which is now preserved at the RAMM museum in Exeter with an equestrian portrait of
him. The Coaches that would travel from London to Exeter after their stay at the Coach and Horses would continue their journey
to the George Inn In Axminster. It was there in 1822, that he was to take on the position of Landlord. William and Ann were to be
blessed with two more daughters. He still had his link with Charmouth with his ownership of the Coach House and in the same
year, paid £390 for the neighbouring house and shop, known as Little Lodge from James Welch. He was to rent this to a number
of tenants including Samuel Aplin, who ran a Haberdashery and Store there.

[t was whilst William was in Axminster in 1827 that a devastating fire swept through the Coach House and Stables that he owned.
Soon after this sethack he sold them to Lydia, the widow of Joseph Bradbeer in 1830, who ran the post Office and Stores in front
of them on The Street. The George in Axminster was substantially larger than the Coach and Horses and attracted considerably
more coaches than the former. It gave William the opportunity to operate his own coaches. He was later to establish his own
Coach business and stables at 92 The George Inn, Axminster 7th April 1831 On the 29th November 1834, William Stephens finally
cuts his links with Charmouth when he sold a house and Shop (Little Lodge” to George Biddlecombe for £425. Sidwell Streetin
Exeter. The City at this time was the center for a number of Coaching Inns. The most important of these was The New London Inn
which was operated by John Cockram, who was married to William 's sister Ann. [t was in 1833, at the age of 50 that William was
to move from Axminster to Exeter where he took on the lease of the Half Moon in the High Street. It was also the year that he
made the decision to cut his link with Charmouth with the sale of the house and shop, which is now Little Lodge for £425 to
George Biddlecombe, a Linen Draper from Winsham in Somerset. William was to make a great success of both the Inn and his
coaching business as is shown by the regular adverts he took in the Exeter Flying Post. Tragically his life was to be cut short in
1840 and his wife Ann was to carry on as Landlady at the Half Crown until her own death in 1853 and his son, John with the
Coaching business. Diana Faust and Clive Hopkins, the descendants of William Stephens arrived on Friday April 18th and were
made welcome by Mary Saunders, representing the Charmouth Local History Society who guided them round the village. They
were later joined by Helen Parker, the present day owner of “Little Lodge”, once owned by William, and were able to see a number
of Documents with his signature. The highlight was the Coach and Horses Inn, where their ancestor had been Landlord.

Sadly the building today is not the original, as that was lost in a devastating fire in 1882 in the thatched roof. Fortunately they
were able to see a number of photographs of it including one of the Coronet which was the last Coach to stop there which finished
in the summer of 1860 when the opening of the L.5.W Railway to Exeter brought the service to an end. After their visit to
Charmouth they spent further time following William Stephen 's Trail to Axminster and eventually Exeter with visits to the
Museum and Archives.
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WILLIAM STEPHENS - CHARMOUTH 'S FAMOUS INN KEEPER TIME LINE

Year

Event

1783

William Stephen's father marries Rebecca Foss. He is described as a "Carrier”. Most carriers operated on market days and had a ‘station’, usually an inn near the market place.

1784

William Stephen’s Baptism in South Molton to William & Rebekah Stephens

1792

William Stephen's Brother John Stephens is baptised in Barnstaple, Devon to parents William & Rebecca Stevens

1807

William Stephen starts working as a Mail Coach man, based on his Silver Salver gift description.

1808

William marries Ann Hunt of Chumleigh in Exeter. Descibed as coachman at St Davids, Exeter.

1809

William Stephen's daughter, Ann Stephens is baptised at St Sidwells in Exeter on September 27th.

1810

William's Sister, Mary Stephens married John Cockram at St. Davids Church , Exeter, Devon, on 2 February. They had seven children in 16 years

1811

William Stephen's son, William was born on 10 February 1811. Baptised at St. Sidwells Church in Exeter.

1812

William Stephens takes over as Landlord at the 3 Crowns (Coach and Horses) in Charmouth from John Clemeos.

1812

William Stephens rents a Coach House and Stables from Joseph Bradbeer. This is now the site of former Star Inn in Charmouth.

1813

William Stephen’s children Ann and William are re- baptised and daughter Frances is baptised at Charmouth.

1813

William Stephen's daughter Frances Stephens born

1813

Richard, son of John and Honor Clemoes, Mail Coach Man, baptised in Charmouth

1813

William, brother of Jacob Ridley Kitt leaves his niece Ann Kitt £650. With this she buys her fathers former House which was known as "Yandover",

1813

Richard, son of John and Honor Clemoes, Mail Coach Man

1814

Poor Rates show William Stephens renting Stables & Coach House from Bradbeer, The Inn from Edwards and a field and Coach House from Simeon Bullen

1814

William Stephens, an Inn Holder is referred to as occupying a Coach House from Stephen Atkinson which bordered Ann Kitts house on the west and north sides.

1814

William Stephen's son, John Stephens was baptised on 3 May 1814. He later married Mary Lane in 1847 in Bathwick.

1815

William Stephens renting Coach and Horses from William Edwards ( Land Tax)

1815

L1816
1816

1816

William Stephens purchases from Stephen Atkinson a Coach House and Orchard, which is now the site of the former Star Inn

1816

John Stephen’s son John was born in January 1816 in Charmouth, Dorset, He died in 1833 in Woodyates, Dorset.

1816

Assignment of Little Lodge to Ann Kitt by Stephen Atkinson/Thomas Hart/ Richard Roberts/Jacob Ridley Kitt

1816

William Stephen’s daughter, Mary Drury Stephens Baptised. William described as a Coachman .

1816

Ithe very next baptism entry under Mary Drury: baby “John Stephens” is baptized by “Maria Lock, spinster” from “Gabriels” - NO father listed.

1817

William Stephen's daughter,Rebecca Stephens born. William Stephens described as Mail Coach man at daughters christening.




WILLIAM STEPHENS - CHARMOUTH 'S FAMOUS INN KEEPER TIME LINE

1817 | William Stephen’'s mother , Rebecca FOSS (Stephens) dies and is buried in her hometown of Poltimore.

1818 |Ann Kitt marries John White and sells shop to James Welsh, a sailor from Lyme Regis

1818 |William Stephen’s brother,John marries Maria Lock in Salisbury. Baby John Stephens would be 2 yrs old.

1819 |Reference in Deeds to Little Lodge to the range of old buildings parallel with the garden of Ann Kitt and the garden of William Stephens, Inn Holder

1819 |James Atkinson buys out partners and lives in new built house, which is now The Limes( Charmouth Lodge).

1820 |William Stephen's daughter Catherine Stephens born

1820|William Stephens renting Coach and Horses from William Edwards ( Land Tax)

1820 |William Stephens son, William dies, aged 9 and is buried in Charmouth. His grave can still be seen in_St. Andrews Church.

1820 William Stephen's daughter, Catharine Bean Stephens Baptised. William described as a Coachman.

1821 William Stephen's brother, John Stephens, Coachman, marries Catherine Tucker in Charmouth. . They rent no.3 Manor House from Simeon Bullen.

1821| William Stephen’s brother, John Stephens and his wife Catherine baptise their Daughter Catherine Stephens.

1821 | William STEPHENS retires from being an Exeter Mail coach-man & receives an engraved silver salver.

1822 |William Stephens issued with a Ale House License for Coach and Horses, Charmouth

1822 |William Stephens moves to the George Inn at Axminster

1822 |William Stephens, late of Charmouth now of Axminster pays £390 to James Welch, who is described as a Grocer for Ann Kitts House

1823 | William Stephen's daughter, Louisa Stephens was born in March 1823 in Axminster, Devon, She never married and died in 1890 in Exeter.

1823 |John Clemeos, the former Landlord of the Coach and Horses, before Jhohn Stephens returns back there.

1823 |Mrs Lydia Bradbeer shown as owning and living in Crouts in land Tax. She had inherited it on death of Francis, son of Joseph.

1824 |William Stephens buys Stables and Yard from Mrs. Lydia Bradbeer and lets them to William Hoare, the village Carpenter.

1824 |William Foss takes over as the Landlord of “The Coach and Horses" and renames it the " Mail Coach Inn"

1825/Charmouth Poor Rates show William Foss at the Mail Coach Inn, and William Stephens renting 2 Stables and yard to Wiliam Foss.

1825 |Wiliam Stephens Father, William dies, aged 70 and is buried with his wife, Rebecca Foss (Stephens) in Poltimore Churchyard, Devon.

1826 |Charles Baker, a Saddler, renting shop from William Stephens.

1827 |William Stephens daughter Maria Stephens was born in 1827 in Axminster, Devon. She lived in Exeter, Devon, in 1851.

1827| A fire sweeps through Willlam Stephens Stables that he was renting to William Foss, Landlord of the Mail Coach Inn ( Coach and Horses)

1828 | William Stephens brother John is Landlord of Woodyates Inn, Pentridge, Dorset.

1829 |William Edwards dies and The Coach and Horses is bought by Bowden, Gundry, of Bridport whose original Brewery stood in Gundry Lane in Bridport.

1829 |William Foss, late of Charmouth appears in bankruptcy list.

1829 |Poor Rates show William Stephens renting shop and house (Little Lodge) to Charles Cookney

1833 |William Stephens brother John Stephens son, John died aged 16 and was buried at Pentridge near Salisbury

1833 |William Stephens moves to Half Moon, High Street, Exeter

1833 Star Inn, now in the occupation of Mr.E. Smith, as a yearly tenant, at a rental of £18 per annum.

1834 William Stephens sells his house and shop (Little Lodge) to George Biddlecombe of Winsham, Somerset, linen draper for £425.

1834 |Willilam Stephens sells former Stables and Yard back to Mrs Lydia Bradbeer. This is now the site of former " Star Inn".

1840 |William Stephens dies in Exeter. His wife, Ann carried on as Landlady at the Half Crown in Exeter.

1840 | William Stephens daughter, Anne marries _James Ridge in Exeter, Devon, in December 1840 .They had three children . She died on 9 February 1893

1845 | William Stephens daughter,Rebecca Stephens marriedo William Tompson in Exeter and they had four children. She died on 31 October 1893 in Exeter, Devon,

1846 | William Stephens daughter, Catherine Bean Stephens married Charles Henry Jellicoe Radford in Exeter.They had three children . She died in September 1903.

1847 |William Stephen’s son, John, married Mary Lane, daughter of William Lane, Coach Owner in Bathwick, Somerset, on 26 August 1847 .

1851 |Maria Stephens lived in Exeter, Devon, in 1851.

1851 |William Stephens brother John dies, aged 54

1853 |William Stephen’s Widow, Ann Stephens died




William Stephens time in South Molton, Devon from 1784 until 1806 1784

1783 South Molton. William Stephens, Carrier of this parish marries Rebecca Foss, spinster of
this parish by Banns . Witnesess: John Tapp & Henry Searles.
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William Stephens time in South Molton, Devon from 1784 until 1806

William Stephens would have known the George Hotel in South Molton, which is still standing in his
youth as it ran regular coaches to London and Exeter

COACHES.

THROUGH SOUTH MOLTON.

To LONDON, the Royal Mail (from Barnstaple) calls at the George Inn, every morning at seven; goes through Bampton, Wiveliscombe, Taunton and Bristol - and the
North Devon Telegraph, calls at the George Inn, every morning at nine; goes through Tiverton, Wellington, Taunton & Salisbury.

To BARNSTAPLE, the Royal Mail (from London) calls at the George Inn, every evening at seven, and the North Devon Telegraph, every evening at four - and the
Freemason (from Bristol) calls at the White Hart Inn, every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday morning at eight.

To BRISTOL, the Freemason (from Barnstaple) calls at the White Hart Inn, every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at twelve; goes thro' Tiverton, Taunton and
Bridgwater.

to EXETER, the North Devon, from the George Inn, every morning at nine, except Sunday, when it starts at twelve; goes through Tiverton, Wellington and Taunton.




William Stephens marriage to Ann Hunt in 1808 1808

William Stephens starts work as a Mail Coach Man in

1807, which is calculated from his retirement gift in 1821.
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Ann, and William Stephens are baptised at Exeter. 1809
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Charmouth, Dorset in the year 1810

. CHARMOUTH, DEVON.
ZPYO be SOLD in FEE by AUCTION,

Mr, JOOZE, at the Coach and Horfes Inn, in Char-
mouth. on Friday the 2¢th. Day of June inftant, at Five
o'clock in tlic Afternvon (fubje&® to fuch conditions as wili
be then produced) an uwadivided - Moicty- of all that well
accuftomed Iin or Public Houfe, called e COACH and
HOALSES. with the Stables, Outhoufes, and Gardens there-
unie.belonging. cligibly fitaatq 1n tho gentre of Charmouth
Street, and hublen under .leafe by r» Bradbeer, whofe
term therein will expire at Mi next, and now in
the occupation of Mr, Clemoes:.

“Alfo-an andivided Maiety of all that Briek Fronted
MESSUAGL or DWELLING HOUSE, withthe Outhoufes
and.a Clofe of exceeditigly rich MEADOW LAND adjoin-
ing, coutaicing abeut Tluee Acres (more or lefs) .in the
occunation of Mr. Wiiliam Edwards.

The Lands are moft delightfully fizuate n the much fre-|
quented Village of Ch. rmouth, whofe celchrity as a water-
ing place has been too long wuvwn toneed su enuimerstion
of the conyeniences and advaotages it potfeties, .

For turthare particulars, apply to Meilis. Smith and Taun-
ton, Solicitors, Axmiaiter, .

15th " Juae, 1810,

Meadow

1841 Tithe Map

To be sold in Fee by Auction, by Mr. Jooze, at the Coach and
Horses Inn, in Charmouth, on Friday the 29th June instant, at
five o’ clock in the afternoon ( subject to such conditions as
will be then produced) an undivided Moiety of all that well ac-
customed Inn or Public House, called the Coach and Horses,
with the Stables, Quthouses, and Gardens thereunto belonging
eligible situate in the ¢ enter of Charmouth Street, and Holden
under lease by Mr. Bradbeer, whose term the run will expire at
Michaelmas next, and now in the occupation of Mr. Clemoes.
Also an undivided Moiety of all the Brick Fronted Messuage or
Dwelling House, with the Quthouses and a close of exceedingly
rich Meadow Land adjoining, containing about three acres
more or less in the occupation of Mr. William Edwards.

The Lands are most delightfully situate in the much frequent-
ed. Ill age of Charmouth, whose celebrity as a watering place
has too long known to need an enumeration of the convenienc-
es and advantages it possesses.

Fir further particulars, apply to Messrs. Smith and Taunton,
Solicitors, Axminster

15th June 1810.

CHARMOUTH,DORSET.

1810 This is an advert for the sale of the Moiety (half) of the
Coach and Horses and Beech House , both owned by
William Edwards. It is described as "a Brick Fronted Mes-
suage or Dwelling House, with the outhouses and a close of
exceedingly rich Meadow land adjoining, containing about
3 acres ( more or less) in the occupation of Mr. William
Edwards". This is the large field on the corner of Lower Sea
Lane and the Street which corresponds with the later 1841
Tithe Map. It obviously did not reach its reserve as William
was to continue owning Beech House until 1829.



Swan with Two Necks—Destination for Mail Coaches from Exeter. 1811

INNS.

New London, J. I.iml.-—-”utr!, James Thillips~
London, E. Piatt.—G obe, Ann Squire.~Stag
Tuos, Salter—Halt Moon, — Grover.

COACLES.
Mail Coach, daily, w the Swan with Two Necks
London.—Post Coach, daily, to the Swan vt
Two Necks, Lad-lae, Landon.—Post Coatk
dinly, to Saracen’s iead, Suow-hill, Londopst
Past Coachy daily, to the Bell and Crovdl
Holborn, London
Holden's Directory for Exeter 1811

'y




The Bell & Crown - Destination for Mail Coaches from Exeter.

o -

INXS.
Vew London, J. Lind—Hotel, James Thillips~
=’ Lomdon, E. Piati.—G obe, Mnn Squire.—~Siag
+ Tuos, Salter—Hult Moon, — Grover.

!q *."".'. OLD

COACLES.
M2l Coach, daily, w the Swan with Twa Necks
London —-I’mt Cuach, daily, to the Swan vt
Two Neeks, Lad-lane, Landon.—Post Coakf |
dGiily, to Saracen’s de.ul, Suow-hill, Londopsd
Post Coach, daily, to the Bell and Crovd |
Hoiborn, London
Holden s Directory for Exeter 1811

— e~




Charmouth, Dorset in the year 1811

Chatmouth,

A village on the Dorsetshire coast, 3 miles E. of
I.yme, and 142 from Lopdon. The principal
manufacturcis sailcloth.  Fair, July 10th.

—

l}l RWELL Thomas, Gent.
Bradbeer Joseph, Mail-Coach & Post-Office

Bullen John, Gent.

Bullei Simeon, sen. Gent.

Burpnard Wilhun. sailcloth-manufacturer
Channing Major, Gent.

Combes Ptcv. Bryan

C-ook Rev. John, dissenting minister
Orew Thomas Rose, £3q. Wooton-House
Good Rev. Joseph

Good Mrs.

tTackmen Joseph, Gent.

Harvey Georgs, Fountain Inn

Hawkins Rwchard, George Inn

LI Mirs.
Juson \William, Gent.

Love James, shopkeeper

Newton Mis. Langmore-Fouse

Richards Mary, shopkeeper

Ridges John, Gent.

Ridley Jacob, sailcloth-manufacturer,
Ridley Jacab, shopkeeper,

Robins John, Gent.

Russell George, Gent

Warmington William, Geat.

Warren Mra.

Webber George, sailcloth-manufacturdy
Williams , Esq. Rudehill-1louse

| > i
! Georpe, R. Hawkins
;INNS- g poc.‘gm:n, G. Harvey

| POST-OF FICE.—J. Bradbcer
: .
COACHTES.

A Mail, and two Stage Coaches, to and from
Execter to London, daily, by Rassell and Sweet

WAGGONS.—By Russell and Sweet, to and
from Execter to London, duily. 27

Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Himself Late Farrs 3 6
Edwards, William Himself Field 2 3
Edwards, William| John Clemoes 3Crowns 3 6
Bradbeer, Francis Browning House 2
Bradbeer, Francis | Joseph Bradbeer House 1 6
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Himself House 2
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Himself House 4
Kitt, Jacob Ridley John Clemeos House & Garden 4

1811 Poor Rates
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DIRECTORY,

FOR THE YEAR I18I11.

Holdens Directory for Charmouth in 1811 has a mass of useful information relat-
ing to Charmouth in that year. Joseph Brabeer is shown as running the Mail
Coach Inn and the Post Office. There are a Mail and two stage coaches to and
from Exeterto London daily. Jacob Ridley Kitt is a Sail cloth Manufacturer and
Shopkeeper at Yandover (Charmouth Lodge). The Poor rates for 1811 may have
been recorded later in the year as it shows John Clemoes rentingthe 3 Crowns
Inn (Coach and Horses) from William Edward, a Butcher at Beech House. He is

also renting a house and Garden from Jacob Ridley Kitt at Yandover.



Charmouth, Dorset in the year 1811
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We are very fortunate to have a link with the
village over 200 years ago in the form of a
Census carried out in 1811. It gives the number
if Males and Females in each House. It also de-
scribes the occupation of the main person. We
find that Joseph Bradbeer was described as a
Post Master. He would have been running his
business from what is Nisa( Charmouth
Stores), which shows it have been a shop for
over 2 centuries. There were also three Inns at
that time. The largest of the Inns was the 3
Crowns whose landlord was Richard Clemoes,
it's name was later to change to the Mail Coach
Inn and finally the Coach and Horses. There
are four men and five women shown as living
there at that time.
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An extract from the 1811 Census for Charmouth
Name Occupation Male | Female
Henry Smith Miller 2 5
Jacob Ridley Kitt Sailcloth Maker 6 3
‘Thomas Browning |Coachman 2 1
Joseph Bradbeer Postmaster 1 1
William Edwards Butcher 3 3
John Clemoes Innholder 4 5
Frank Welch Dress Maker 1 2

This extract from the 1811 Census shows Henry Smith as a Milerat Char-
mouth Mill. His brother would later be the landlord of the Star Inn,
which was bought as Stables by William Stephens. Jacob Ridley Kitt
owned Yandover, next to the Star Inn, which William Stephens was later
to buy and lease as a shop. Thomas Browning is shown as a Coachman
and is renting a house from Joseph Bradbeer who is a Postmaster at
Charmouth Stores (Nisa). William Edwards is a Butcher at Beech House,
next to the Coach and Horses, which he owns and is renting to John Cle-
moes, who is described as Innholder. Frank Welch is a Mantua Maker
(Dress Maker). In 1818 James Welch buys Yandover from Ann Kitt.



Land Tax for Charmouth in 1811
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§ail Cloth ‘

The Land Tax return for Charmouth in the year 18 11has survived and provides useful information about the village the year before William

Stephens arrives to take over as Land lord at the Coach and Horses. In the right hand section there are records for William Edwards. Heis the
owner of the 3 Crowns in that year which he had inherited from his grandmother, Hannah Newberryon her death in 1792. He had also inherited
the neighbouring building, now known as Beech House, which he ran as a Butchers. Heis renting the Inn, sometimes referred to as the Coach
and Horses to John Clemoeos. He had just recently taken over from Joseph Bradbeer who had moved across the Street and opened a Post Office
there. Which he wasrenting from his son at hat time. Both properties would later feature in William Stephens time in Charmouth. Jacob Ridley

Kitt lived in the next house, which was then known as Yandover, though now Little Lodge. He had his Sail Cloth Factory to the east of this ,

which isnow Charmouth House.



William Stephens arrival in Charmouth in 1812,
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An extract from 1812 Poor Rates for Charmouth, showing William Stephens

e

renting the Coach & Horses as well as Stables/ Coach House from Joseph Bradbeer.

§ail Cloth
Factory

Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself dHouse & Slaughter Hous{ 7 9 | 4 nl,’__ o -—-—r—"—!—‘":" I e M e > i '_j
Edwards, William Farrs House & Orchard 3 6 (Dros it p ; r 1B} TS 5, 9 R 7 ?
Edwards, William | William Stephens |  House (The Inn) 4 B “”"""g."-_’"" ¥i b |l P o B
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House & Garden 2 3 AR 2 e fi e I;', { B4
Bradbeer, Joseph | Thomas Browning House & Orchard 4 3 S SR o e [y S “,;,d': o
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3 = - —
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Himself House, Shops 5 6 An exfract from 1812 Land Taxes for Charmouth. William
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Creed House 3 Edwards is renting the 3 Crowns Inn to William Stephens.
Kitt, Jacob Ridlev John Clemeos House & Garden 4



William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1813
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Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 2 9
Edwards, William Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens House/The Inn 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | Thomas Browning House & Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Himself House, Shops 5 6
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Creed House 3
Kitt, Jacob Ridley John Clemeos House & Garden 4

1813 Poor Rates

Frances Stephens was born in 1813 in Charmouth.

William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1814
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Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field T 9
Edwards, William Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens The Inn 4 6

Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House & Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Himself House, Shops 5 6
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Mrs. Love House 3
Kitt, Jacob Ridley John Clemeos House & Garden 4
Bullen, Simeon Himself House & Garden 6 6
Bullen, Simeon Himself now empty 6 6
Bullen, Simeon Corbyn House & Garden 3 6
Bullen. Simeon Self & Stephens | Coach House & Orchard 1
1814 Poor Rates
b),;,:/( & ’.d%n L1 s 6‘;/:"“’"" \ 4/%{4'?"”1‘/,,,,5 é{)‘ﬂ//&“‘;
37 Terv 2w |7 / VarrrKor (eerrtTES
o | 7

John Stephens was born in 1814 in Charmouth.



William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1815

11815 |

Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House & Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House - 3
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Himself House, Shops 5 6
Kitt, Jacob Ridley Mrs. Love House 3

Kitt.,Ann Bayley House & Garden 4

S5 Barrs PP Kaaborn Yo Fanes .
zr2 /’“dbf’cov‘ ﬂ‘o-l.‘(,-..ow | so 75‘

An extract from 1815 Land Taxes for Charmouth. William Edwards isrenting
the 3 Crowns Inn to William Stephens.

Wllllam Stephens life in Charmouth in 1816

1816 Poor Rates
Owners Occupiers Premises s. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House & Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Late Kitt Estate Empty House, Shops 5 6
Late Kitt Estate Empty House 3
Kitt,Ann Herself House & Garden 4
1816 Poor Rates
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Mary Stephens was born in 1816 in Charmouth.



Saracens Head, London—Destination for Mail Coaches from Charmouth. 1816
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Dafed 12th June, 1816.

AN ENING COACH,
HOTEL "EXETER, |

DIREST to the SARACEN's-HEAD, SNOWHILLLL
LONDON,

[hrongh HONITON, AX\ll\bTFR, mmﬂ
BRIDPORT, DORCHESTER, SALISBURY,

TN 27 HOURS




THE PUSLIC ARE RESPECTPULLY INFORMED THAT

A COACIH

fl\) HONITON and SIDMOUTH, leaves
the GOLDEN LION IN RSE-STREET,
| BATH, every Monday, Wedoef Saturday morn-
| ing, at 'Six o'clock, and arrive early the|
fame evening. -—Allo '

The Ongmal EXETER COACH,

Through AXMINSTER, which is five miles from Lyme.
; is, fix from Charmouth, and feven from Seaton,
3 returns the following days,
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FABR 3 Ouifide: wesoimms 1036, 8
p../muu, W. LANE.
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COACH OFFICES,
WHITE LION INN, end BRITISH COFFEE-ROOX,
BROAD.STREET, BRISTOL.
PEVHE Public are most respeetfully fnformed that thef
following woll.appoiuted Light Four-lnside COACHES
st off from the above Otfice.
SOUTHAMPTON, Momdny, Wadnesdiy, and Friday o
ings, preciscly at Seven o'clock, through Baté, Wermbaer,
Salistury, aval 1o mEy.
READING, every momning, (Sundays oxcopted,) st Secen
o'clock, Uueugh Daik, Motsham, Dodes, Martbarough, and
Newbwry,
OXVFORD, Pwesdry, Therslny, and Seturday morings,
prociwly at Seven o'cloek, through Bk, Tubary, Cirencester,
Mibery, Dugford, and Ntney it meete Cooches to
Nowthamyton, I'oterbaron, y
Alwa COACIH 1o EXETER, every Mowdny, Wodnealny,
ond Satwrday moening, st Seven o'clock, Hiruagh Wells, Glaston.
bury, Swncrton, Lungport, Haiuster, dsminster, sl Nonston.
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William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1817
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Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6

Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House & Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Late Kitt Estate Empty House, Shops 5 6
Late Kitt Estate Empty House 3
Kitt,Ann Herself House & Garden 4
1817 Poor Rates
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Rebecca Stephens was born in 1817 in Charmouth.

Williams mother, Rebecca Stephens buried at Politmore, Devon.

Owners Occupiers Premises 8: d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House ,Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3

Late Kitt Estate Empty House, Shops 5 6
Late Kitt Estate Empty House 3
James Welsh Herself House & Garden 4

1818 Poor Rates



William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1819
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William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1820
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Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House, Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Atkinson, Stephen Mrs. Edmonds House 5
Atkinson, Stephen Himself House 5
Atkinson, Stephen Himself Fields 1

| James Welsh Herself House & Garden 4
1819 Poor Rates

Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6

Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House, Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3

Atkinson, Stephen Mrs. Edmonds House 5

Atkinson, Stephen Himself House 6 6

James Welsh Herself House & Garden 4
Woonton, Edward Lock, Matthew House 3
: W A~ linllaspe p“‘/‘&"' o [M Al Gnid, @5’
Jy‘z:)l . "'I'“-/;'ﬂ- a il B g ]
N.o- 148, z‘“}"’i sd"’"’ i

Catherine Stephens born



Grave of William Stephens in Charmouth who died age 9 in 1820
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St. Andrews
Church
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’ R £ 2 Sacred to the Memory of William,
i R A e Son of William and Ann Stephens who
Pk 1 i G T S

died March 20 1820, aged 9 years

Verse underneath is illegible.




Silver Salver given to William Stephens in 1821.
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This Salver purchased by subscription, was presented to MR. WILLIAM STEPHENS, MARCH 25TH. 1821
as a token of his satisfactory conduct during fourteen Years Coachmanship on the EXETER Muil



Poor Rates for Charmouth
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Poor Rates for Charmouth in 1821
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/ Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
/M‘)e ,//é,, ,/,,m,r,,,q gﬂﬂyo % 3 B B4 I Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Py C 4 l Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
> % ///3,;//;. v’a - 1 | L= Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
o : ,/u,} A ”/ //jé.m)m 4 5 R DAy Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House, Garden, Orchard 4 3
N ¢ | . Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
T~ il Somsen A /ro/( Jén (¢ | 7§ | 21| |“Bradbeer,Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3

f' ¥ /}” / / Atkinson, Stephen Mrs. Edmonds House 5
fua®s & / /"J Atkinson, Stephen Himself House 6 6

- James Welsh Herself House & Garden 4

y Woonton, Edward Lock, Matthew House 3

él“le //’“ // ‘/74/"3' Bullen, Simeon Himself 2 houses & Garden 11

Bullen, Simeon John Stephens House & Garden 3

»f/ /,/7. 0‘&:. . a//ﬂ"./()&t{ v(@'/l/e/ Bullen. Simeon Himself Orchard 1

William"s brother, John Stephens appears for the only time on the Charmouth Poor Rates in 1821 when he is renting part of
the Manor House from Simeon Bullen, who lives in the other two parts. This is now no. 3 Manor House where Chris and
Karen East live. The Poor Rates show William Stephens as Landlord of Three Crowns (Coach & Horses) from William
Edwards and renting a Coach House and Stables (now the Star Inn) from Joseph Bradbeer. He is also renting a field from Miss
Rickard. Matthew Lock, John Stephen “s father in law is renting a field from her as well as a house from Edward Woonton.



William Stephens life in Charmouth in 1821
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1821 Birth of Catherine Stephens to John & Catherine Stephens.
John is described as a Mail Coachman

Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House, Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Atkinson, Stephen Mrs. Edmonds House 5
Atkinson, Stephen Himself House 6 6

James Welsh Herself House & Garden 4
| Woonton, Edward | Lock, Matthew House 3
1821 Poor Rates
Owners Occupiers Premises S. d.
Edwards, William Himself House & Field 7 9
Edwards, William Late Farrs House & Orchard 3 6
Edwards, William | William Stephens Three Crowns 4 6
Bradbeer, Joseph Himself House, Garden, Orchard 4 3
Bradbeer, Joseph David Legg House & Garden 2 3
Bradbeer, Joseph | William Stephens | Stable & Coach House 2 3
Atkinson, Stephen Mrs. Edmonds House 5
Atkinson, Stephen Himself House 6 6
James Welsh Herself House & Garden 4
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1822 Ale House License to William Stephens of the Coach and Horses, Charmouth







