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The Home Guard marching past the Queens Armes Hotel on the Street in Charmouth

The Home Guard marching past Sunnyside (Devons Edge) Hotel on the Street in Charmouth

The Charmouth Home Guard

Key to the photograph of the Home Guard shown above
Young, Robert
Gear, Henry - Victoria Bungalow, Higher Sea Lane.
- Fern Hill
Restorick, George - High Street
Cottage
Havis, Cecil Jerrard, - Landsdowne House, The Street
Frampton, Reuben - Winton House
Littlecote
Spurdle,
Matthews, Stanley - Charcott, Lower Sea Lane
Ernest - Rose Aldworth, Cliff
Cottage
Loosmore,
Holman, - 2 Hall View, Lower Sea Lane
Richard Marston, Sydney - Bymead, Axminster Road
Manor Farm
Rendell,WalterWhite, - 3 Nutcombe Terrace
Herbert, Sidney - The Pharmacy
The Nook
Lane, - The
Peach, Andrew H - The Lilacs, The Street
Hodder, John - Catherstone Cottage
Star Inn
Frampton,Ronald - 1 Flat, 2 manor House, The Street
Quick,?
Stokes, John - Thatch Cottage, Axminster Rd.
Stirk, John - 9
Bartlett, John - Mill Cottage, The Street
Nutcombe
Oxenbury, Leslie John - Romany, Lower Sea Lane
Terrace

An enlargement of the Home Guard Group - left
Back Row - Peach, Frampton, Bartlett, Young, Gear, Front Row - Stirk, Rostorick, Frampton

An enlargement of the Home Guard Group - centre
Back Row-Jerrard, Matthews, Holman, White. Middle Row-Havis,Spurdle,Loosemore, Rendle. Front Row-Aldworth, Marston, Herbert

An enlargement of the Home Guard Group - right
Back Row - Rendell, Lane, Quick. Front Row - Hodder, Stokes, Oxenbury.

Reub Frampton was the village butcher with his brother Ron standing outside their shop next to The Coach and Horses. They came
to charmouth in 1938 when they bought the butchers from Cecil Marsh.Bothe served in the Home Guard and appear in the group
photograph.
"As most people know, following the German campaign in Europe in 1940, there was a real threat of invasion of the UK in May 1940. Anthony
Eden made a radio appeal to men aged between 16-65 to form a defence force called the Local Defence Volunteers (L.D.V.). Over a quarter
of a million men volunteered the next day. There were soon over 500,000 men involved.
The Charmouth unit was formed by Colonel Little who lived in the house on the comer of The Street and Lower Sea Lane, as Commanding
Officer. The platoon consisted of World War 1 veterans, youngsters awaiting call up and men in reserved occupations. I joined in August 1940.
About 20 - 24 men were involved.I recall that initially we just had armbands with L.D.V. on them. It was not long before we had battledress
uniforms and some American 0.300 rifles.
On September the 8 th or 15th,I forget which, there was a general ‘Stand To' and I recall spending the time outside the George Hotel where
there was a road block. The thing that stuck in my memory was that as dawn broke, we heard the sound of an aircraft and were pleased to
see an RAF reconnaissance plane that was flying along the coast. We used to man the Look Out post in a hut on the hill behind Catherston:
two men each night looking over Marshwood Vale at dusk and dawn in case parachutes were dropped. There was a telephone to Catherston
House. Nightly patrols of the village were carried out for a while and groups of members were ‘Stood-To' each night at the east cliff post in
later months. The big excitement one afternoon was when parachutist was seen descending over Westover Lane way. The LDV turned out to
capture him, armed to the teeth. It was an RAF pilot who had bailed out after one of the dogfights when his fighter was hit.
The platoon settled, and the name of the force was changed by order of Winston Churchill to the Home Guard. In our unit Mr Marsden, who
lived at Bymead on the Axminster Road became the commanding officer. The sergeants were Cliff Aldworth and Sydney Herbert the
pharmacist. We met each week at the old WI at the bottom of the village and in the playing field for drill etc. As the months passed we were
supplied with more weapons; a couple of Lewis machine guns, Sten guns and a spigot mortar which fired a 201b bomb, grenades and sticky
bombs. Another member and I went to Woolacombe in North Devon where we had training in handling explosives.
Charmouth beach was of course closed and out of bounds. It was surrounded with barbed wire and had anti-tank blocks at each end. The
Home Guard positions on the East Cliff could cover the beach and later there was a five-pounder was installed there with a limited number of
shells. It was manned by the most elderly members of the platoon. There was also a pillbox in Lower Sea Lane where the new school now
stands.

We were kept busy on training nights, getting familiar with the new weapons and with the various field exercises that were devised. We used
to go to the village hall in Wootton some evenings for target practice with .22 rifles. We also had visits to the rifle range in Symondsbury to fire
rifles and machine guns.
The photo shows a parade which was held, I think in 1943 and the group photo was taken after I left. Some people may recognise some of the
men, I cannot remember many of the names, but in the front row are George Restorick, Ron Frampton, Sgt. Aldworth, Capt. Marsden and Sgt.
Herbert. The Home Guard finally stood down in the autumn of 1944. It had provided people with a welcome opportunity to join an organised
force to defend their homes, but I doubt if the Germans had ever been able to reach our shores, those of us on the coast would have had
much chance". Viv Hallett

This a photograph by Claude Hider of the 224 Field Battery, which was based at Dorchester and Bridport.
(Can anyone identify building behind or supply further information?)

Aerial Photographs of Charmouth in 1947,showing the line of concrete Anti Tank emplacements along the beach, some of which can
still be seen today. These were known as "Dragons Teeth" and were originally linked together with metal poles to form a barrier. A
number of the fields can be seen with Allotments, which were encouraged.

A line of concrete Dragon`s Teeth along the beach. The purpose was to create obstacles if the Germans landed; these would prevent
their tanks from advancing up to the village and controlling the London to Plymouth road.

A Postcard of Beach shortly after the end of the War showing the line of Dragons Teeth stretching along the shore.

A line of Dragons Teeth along the front soon after the war in 1952.

The War Time Radar Station that fell into the sea at Stonebarrow Hill in 1942

The Bunk House today which is used by the National Trust

The Villagers enjoy a Churchill impersonation

The Charmouth page from the The Dorset Federation of Womens Institutes War Records book which can be seen at the Dorset
History Centre, Bridport Road, Dorchester, DT1 1RP. It shows the Evacuees that arrived. It also depicts the land mine that had gone
off on the Stonebarrow Cliff; apparently by a cow stepping on to it and that the poor beast had its head blown off by the explosion.

Another page from the Womens Institutes War Records book Book showing them raising money towards HMS Dorsetshire. The
women can also be seen repairing nets and the Home Guard in action.

A View of the top end of The Street with buildings covered with Flags marking the end of Hostilities on VE Day 8th May,1945.

Electoral Roll for Charmouth in 1945

A Walk through Wartime Charmouth 70 years ago.
d.

Village Life in Charmouth during the Second World War
In my collection of postcards of Charmouth, I have a wonderful photograph showing the Home Guard in 1944 taken by Claude Hider of
Bridport. When enlarged up you can clearly see the faces of these former inhabitants of the Village. I have placed these images on my
Website, for others to enjoy, especially their descendants. We are fortunate as usual that our famous local historian, Reginald Pavey was able
at the time to add names to these men. I have since been able to locate the Electoral Roll in the Dorset Record Office for that year and found
the addresses of where they lived. It also showed that there were 664 people able to vote in that year with a secondary list of 74 men who
were in the services. This has spurred me on to research all available information from books and residents who lived then to build up a
picture of how the village may have appeared at that time. Ron and Jean Dampier have been especially helpful with their insights.

Charmouth had originally a defensive role, but as the war went on this became offensive and the village adapted accordingly, leading up to the
D Day landings. Many of the village men were called away to the armed services and the women were drawn into essential industries and
farm work and there was also the arrival of the evacuees. Even as early as 1939, British troops were billeted in the village who were
concerned with coastal defence. Preparations were badly needed as the area around Lyme Regis was where Hitler planned to invade as it
provided a springboard towards Bristol. In May 1940 the concrete anti-tank blocks were built along the shore, as well as Pillboxes at Black
Venn, in front of the old cement works, and another on the other side of the river at the shoreline. Others were built at Seadown, on Lower Sea
Lane where the new school stands, on Higher Sea Lane by the top of the old allotments, and at Five Acre field at the rear of Jasmine Cottage,
which has miraculously survived to this day. There would also be a Searchlight in the field next to the wooden bridge and an anti-aircraft
battery on the outskirts of the village at Lily Farm.
Fred Welsh who served in the D company 9th Battalion Durham Light Infantry was involved with the defences and tells how they had to
remove everyone from the Caravan Park with just 24 hours' notice. They laid masses of barbed wire, which the local Coastguard warned them
was too near the shore. He was proved right one night after a storm and they had to re-lay it further back. Fred also had to patrol along the
beach, but was later given telephone duty at Thalatta, where they were based, in case they received the call for a German invasion, which
was to never thankfully come. His duties included manning the road blocks and gate to the beach. Rest periods were spent at the army
barracks in Bridport.
Very few images have survived of Charmouth during the Second World War, but there is an aerial photograph taken soon after in 1946, which
is very useful. Many of the fields between the Street and the beach were divided up into allotments. It also shows the line of anti-tank concrete
blocks, known as the “Dragons Teeth” stretching along the shore. They were originally joined together by metal poles to prevent tanks moving
inland to the main Road. A few have survived and can be seen today. The cliffs and neighbouring fields were mined, and one sad result of this
was when a Cow stepped on one at Stonebarrow and was blown up, which was later recorded in an illustration for The Dorset Women's
Institute Book. There were to be frequent dog fights overhead during the Battle of Britain. Bridport was to have two bombing raids in 1942
resulting in 20 houses being destroyed and seven deaths. In the same year a listening post was built at the top of Stonebarrow Lane, where
translators intercepted the radio communications between German aircraft as they crossed the coast. But The Radar Station fell over the cliff
almost as soon as it was built and can still be seen today at the bottom of the cliff.
The School Log Book documents events as they unfolded in the village as the war went on. Trenches were being planned in the field behind it
even before the war had started. The arrival of evacuees from Paddington, then a poor part of London, was another significant chapter in the
village's history. The lack of space meant that they were to have to convert a Pavilion behind the school for additional space. They were
mainly to stay with families at the bottom end of the village, which was to create a degree of rivalry with village children at the top. The most
tragic entries concern Mr Thornton, a teacher who came with the evacuees in September 1939, who is shown to have had his house bombed
in January 1941.The following year he is called up and was killed in action in Italy on Nov 23rd 1943.
Thalatta is the nearest house to the beach and was commandeered by the army in 1940 and was to be briefly occupied by 12 men and a
Lieutenant who had a 2 pounder gun mounted on the back of an old lorry. Derrick Warren, who as a boy spent his holidays in a Caravan at the
neighbouring Red Bungalow owned by his Aunt, provides a vivid picture of those times as follows:
“At two o' clock in the morning of 5th September I was awakened (the caravan doors were open) by the noise of the troops being called out. I
went over and was told invasion was imminent and would I go up on the cliff with the Lieutenant and act as a runner. The sea was dead calm
and with a bright moon the conditions were ideal as there was also a slight haze. I remember thinking 'that is it'. But the Germans never came
for it was a false alarm - not an exercise. Later I saw my first German Plane shot down, from the cliff top above Cains Folly. After the dog fight
three crewmen jumped - two parachutes opened, the third 'candled'. A RAF rescue launch came out from Lyme and picked them all up. A
Chard doctor, Dr. Granvill, pronounced one dead and he is buried in Lyme Cemetery. The Lieutenant in charge at Charmouth was a keen
swimmer and had a hole left in the defences so that he could get to the beach. I was also allowed to use it and had the whole beach to myself
(Golden Cap to Lyme!) but on the strict understanding I did not go up the cliffs, for many were mined. For days on end never saw a sole and
never wore a stitch!” The Home Guard positions on the East Cliff could cover the beach and they later had a five-pounder installed there with
a limited number of shells.
The area between the Street and the beach was mainly fields with just a few houses. The largest was Hammonds Mead to be found at the
end of a long drive, at the bottom of Lower Sea Lane. Here lived the elderly, Miss Gertrude Evans, who generously gave the Parish Council in
1945 a number of adjoining fields as long as they were never built on. She was a staunch supporter of the Mission to Seamen and each year
had a Fete there that raised money for that charity. On the opposite side to her house could be found the Wayside Tea Gardens which was run
by Florence and Martha Kempster. The most significant building in the lane was the old School. It`s Log Book is held at the Record Office in
Dorchester and is very revealing of how events at the time impinged on the children's lives. The most interesting are as follows:
1938
29 th Sept Instructions for Air Raid Precautions in Schools were sent to all schools.
5 th Oct An Education Official visited the school to enquire into plans for the provision of A.R.P. trenches in the field behind the school.
1939
21 st Sept some evacuees began to return home.
9 th Oct Doctor and nurse inspected evacuees and found one verminous head and two cases of impetigo.
23 rd Oct Air Raid Drill taken.

1940
31 st May Meeting to consider Air Raid Precautions. Children to lie on the floor under the desks. Cellophane strips on windows, and fine mesh
wire fitted to all windows, skylights and glass doors.
17 th July County Architect visited the school to discuss the possibility of constructing trenches in the school playing field.
29 th August Children picking and selling blackberries to augment the school contribution towards the Spitfire which Dorset hoped to provide.
17 th Oct Children taken to gather acorns for pig keepers.
1941
13 th Jan Mr. Thornton returned to London. His house had been bombed.
5 th Feb Respirators inspected by A.R.P. Wardens.
20 th May Letter from Dorset Education Committee regarding holidays, and children helping in hay, corn and potato harvesting. Letter should
be sent to local farmers asking for their requirements and stating terms on which children might be employed.
22 nd May In connection with the War Weapons Week at 3.0p.m. the children formed a procession at the top of the hill and marched to the
Playing Field where Children's Sports were held.
12 th Sept Use of school by troops for weekly dance - month's trial.
1942
6 th Jan Mr. Thornton joined His Majesty's Forces
27 th March At 3.00 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. a Warship Week Entertainment was given in the school. Most of the children took part. £12.15.0d
given to Exchequer.
1 st May A discussion of behaviour of troops at dances. Mr. Toyne interviewed the C.O. and asked for the attendance of a senior N.C.O. at
dances.
1 st Sept 18 children sent flax pulling at Befferlands Farm, and for the following 4 afternoons at 8d per hour.
21 st Sept Classes 1 & 2 picked rose hips in the afternoon. 31 lbs were sent to Bristol.
25 th Nov Architect called to discuss Air Raid Shelters.
7 th Dec A.R.P. to be notified daily of attendances. Anyone hiring school must provide own fuel. Military occupied Church Hall.
1943
29 th March Annual report on teachers made by Head Teacher. Managers commented on Head. Easter holiday to be fixed to coincide with
potato planting. Other holidays to be fixed at short notice with reference to local individual needs. Mrs. Little expressed regret that children
were paid for agricultural work when they should be encouraged to give willing help to their country.
27 th May Mayor of Bridport presented Certificate awarded to the school for the part played in the successful H.M.S. Dorsetshire Replacement
Campaign. School contributed £245.7.6d
11 th June The school target for Wings Week was £80. £160 was raised.

